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PREFACE

	We live in an age where people have access to endless information and an increasingly wide variety of opinions. Values are discussed and questioned in the media and educational circles. The Australian Christadelphian Sunday School Union believes that our community should be prepared to discuss a wide range of topics with teenagers, since they are being confronted with new ideas constantly. The Bible has much to say to assist young people.

	The editorial committee has carefully reviewed and presented lessons with the intention that serious issues have been handled sensitively, respectfully and Biblically.

	There are 28 lessons, seven in each of four strands:

	
		Understanding the Bible

		Developing a Conscience

		Developing Relationships

		21st century Issues



	Each lesson is independent and can stand alone. Teachers may choose to combine lessons or vary the order, e.g. lessons 24 and 28 on post-modernism may be considered together or consecutively.

	Each lesson has a similar format:

	
		Overview: a definition of terms, statement of issues, importance for the believer/young person in the C21st. The overview lays out the essential elements of the idea or issue, with the style varying according to the original writer of the lesson.

		What the Bible Says: important relevant quotations, along with a brief comment about the quotations for clarification or context.

		Discussion: a series of directed questions forming the bulk and focus of the lesson. Some of the questions are open-ended, some quite confrontational but all are aimed at building our teenagers to believe according to Biblical principles.

		Additional sources: books, videos and websites, which have been checked by the editorial committee as being suitable for the discerning reader and viewer and to assist students to come to a positive understanding, conforming to overall Biblical principles. There are brief notations about some references and a symbol ** indicating non-Christadelphian resources. Teachers are advised to check these before commencing the lesson.



	We trust that this year’s lessons may help young people to see the relevance of our Heavenly Father and His Word in our questioning age. God is always relevant to our lives as we wait for His Son to return.

	ACSSU Executive Committee
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Lesson 1: God the Creator

	Overview

	The Bible presents God as the Creator of the universe and everything in it. It does not attempt to say how God created, just that He did. The purpose of God in creation is a topic that gradually becomes clear as the Bible progresses.

	The Bible is a book fundamentally about spiritual concepts and principles, not about science. The opening chapters of Genesis present just enough information about God and His creation as is necessary for someone to understand how they relate to the God of the universe and how they can develop that relationship for their mutual benefit.

	The opening chapters of Genesis are just as important for what they do NOT say as for what they do. Gen.1:1 tells us that “in the beginning God created …” We do not know when “the beginning” was and since we are not told, we can assume it is not important for us to know in any spiritual sense. The next verse Gen.1:2 tells us “the earth was without form and void”. We do not know when that was either. There may well have been a gap of millions of years between the original creative act of verse 1 and what follows from verse 2 onwards. There may have been previous creations and civilisations before our own, but none of that is of spiritual relevance to us. The same can be said for the how of creation. The Bible tells us very little. All that is important for us to know is that “in the beginning God created …” The when and how and how long are largely irrelevant to the person seeking spiritual truth. The why and the what we can do about it are far more important and the rest of the Bible expands on those matters in great detail.

	Numerous principles and themes open up to us for the first time in the opening chapters of Genesis and continue to be expounded right throughout the Bible. Chapters 1 and 2 draw out the differences between animals and man and woman. We are made in the image of God, and have been given free-will, the ability to choose between right and wrong. We also see that before the first woman is created, the first man, Adam, experiences loneliness. The creation of woman is different to God’s other creative acts. This sets the foundation for marriage and the family unit.

	Chapter 2 tells of the creation of humankind and chapter 3 explains how a simple and positive relationship between God and his human creation was broken by human disobedience to God’s instructions (sin). People cannot enjoy God and God cannot enjoy them if they choose to ignore their Creator’s instructions and do their own thing. Chapter 3 is the story of sin and how it led to alienation from God and paradise lost. It is not until the very last chapter of the Bible that we see the relationship between God and his creation fully restored and paradise restored.

	The story of Cain and Abel in chapter 4 elaborates on the way in which sin not only impacts our relationship with God but our relationships with fellow human beings. Sin not only alienates us from God. It is destructive for both the one who sins as well as the one sinned against. From that time on, a clear divide emerges between those who follow “the way of Cain” (the “seed of the serpent”) and those who are like Abel (“the seed of the woman”); to those who remain “in Adam” and those who become “in Christ”; the old creation and the new creation.

	In the same way, a comparison can be drawn between the darkness that covered the face of the deep before the creation of chapter 1 and the emergence of light that constituted the first great creative act. There is also a contrast between the tree of life to which Adam and Eve had full access before their disobedience and the sentence of death that came as a consequence of their disobedience.

	The Bible Says

	
		Genesis 2:7 – man is created from the dust as a living being

		Genesis 1:27 – men and women are created in the image of God

		Genesis 3:15 – God’s promise that the “seed of the woman” will one day overcome the “seed of the serpent”

		Acts 17:22-30 – Paul explains God as being a spirit (i.e. non-material) being; the creator of all things

		Luke 3:23-38 – Luke’s genealogy of Jesus traces his descent all the way back to Adam

		1 John 2:15-17 – the human problem in Eden is analysed – the anatomy of sin

		John 8:44 – Jesus in effect explains the “seed of the serpent” – those who lie about God and reject his instruction

		1 John 3:11-15 – John draws lessons from Cain and Abel

		Matthew 19:4-6 – Jesus uses Adam and Eve to explain the meaning of marriage

		Luke 17:26-27 – Jesus refers to the days of Noah thereby confirming his belief in the fundamental truth of the early Genesis record (see also Matthew 19:4-6 above re Adam and Eve and Jesus’ teaching about marriage)



	Discussion Points

	
		The Bible contains many stories, parables and illustrations. Like any literature, it uses imagery and symbolism as well as historical fact. Do you think the story of creation and what immediately follows is more likely to be literally true, symbolically true or perhaps a little of both?

		Does it matter whether the story of creation is literally true or symbolically true?

		Genesis 1:27 says that men and women were created in the image of God. What do you think this means?

		Consider how Adam answered God when God questioned him about his disobedience – Genesis 3:12. What does that tell us about how we sometimes treat God ourselves?

		Eve told God that the serpent deceived her – Genesis 3:13. What was the nature of the serpent’s deception? Is there a 21st century equivalent of this type of deception?

		The serpent lied about what God had said and why He had said it. Adam and Eve disobeyed God’s instructions. Both led to serious consequences – Genesis 3:14-19. But in all this there was a ray of hope – Genesis 3:15. This ray of hope is called the Edenic Covenant. What do you think it means?

		After Adam and Eve sinned, they were expelled from the garden in Eden and prohibited from returning so that they could not eat the fruit of the tree of life – Genesis 3:21-24. Why do you think they were prohibited from eating the fruit of the tree of life?

		Adam and Eve were prevented from eating from the tree of life and yet in the last chapter of the Bible the tree of life is one of the landmarks of the ‘New Jerusalem’ and its fruit is available to everyone “… for the healing of the nations” – Rev.22:1-2. What fundamental message is the Bible conveying with this reference to the tree of life, first in Genesis and lastly in Revelation?

		The Bible contrasts Adam with Jesus. Jesus is called “the last Adam” – 1 Cor.15:45. What difference is there between the first man Adam and Jesus, the last Adam?

		The Bible divides the whole human creation into two groups: those who are “in Adam” and those who are “in Christ” – 1 Cor.15:22. If we are “in Adam” simply because we are born into the human race, what is necessary for us to become “in Christ”? Why would we want to be “in Christ”?

		Paul says those who belong to Christ are “a new creation” – 2 Cor.5:17. What do you think this means? How is it different from being a part of “the old creation”? Why might we want to be part of a new creation?



	Additional sources

	Abel, Ron & Allfree, John (2011). Wrested Scriptures: a Christadelphian handbook of suggested explanations to difficult Bible passages (Rev. and expanded ed). Christadelphian, Birmingham.

	Hayward, Alan (1977). God is – A scientist shows why it makes sense to believe in God. Marshall, Morgan and Scott.

	Levin, David P. (2011). The Creation Text - Studies in Early Genesis. The Christadelphian Tidings Publishing Co.

	Watkins, Peter (1971). The Devil – The Great Deceiver. The Christadelphian.

	Whittaker, Harry (1986). Genesis 1-2-3-4. North West Print Limited.

	


Lesson 2: Believing the Bible

	Overview

	The Bible is a collection (or library) of 66 books: 39 in the Old Testament and 27 In the New Testament. The term the canon of scripture refers to the selection of the books that passed the tests of authenticity and authority to be included in the Bible.

	In the case of the Old Testament, the canon was determined largely by the authenticity of the lawgiver, prophet or leader in Israel who authored the book. Many of the writings of the New Testament were written by an apostle or at least by someone known to and supported by an apostle to be included in the canon of scripture. It is thought likely that the scribe Ezra collected and recognised all the books of the Old Testament in the 5th century BC. In any event, the historian Josephus in AD 95 confirmed the extent of the Old Testament canon in his day to be the 39 books that we know today.

	The original copies of the Old Testament were written on leather or papyrus from the time of Moses (around 1450 BC) to the time of Malachi (around 400 BC). Until the discovery of the Dead Sea scrolls in 1947, there were no known copies of the Old Testament earlier than AD 895.What we had was the Masoretic texts, transcribed in the years between AD 600 and 950. The Masorete scribes prided themselves on their complicated safeguards for maintaining the accuracy of their copies. The discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls though, gave us an earlier Hebrew text dating back to the 2ndcentury BC of all but one of the books (Esther) of the Old Testament. This provided a much earlier check on the accuracy of the Masoretic texts.

	The first church council to list all 27 books of the New Testament was the Council of Carthage in AD 397, although individual books of the New Testament were acknowledged as authentic scripture long before this – 2 Pet 3:16. Most of the New Testament collection was authenticated in the era just after the apostles. More than 5,000 manuscripts of the New Testament are in existence today, which makes the New Testament the best-attested document of all ancient writings.

	Despite such a wide variety of authors over many centuries, with vastly different experiences and personalities, there is a common thread that runs through them all – God’s promise of salvation for the human race, i.e. the promise of eternal life in Jesus. Jesus, the Son of God, the Jewish Messiah, is portrayed in scripture as the Alpha and Omega (Rev 22:13) in that he embodies the one coherent message of the Bible from start to finish and provides the explanation for everything.

	Jesus himself said that he is “the way, the truth and the life” and that “no one comes to the Father but by him” – John 14:6. Peter says “salvation is found in no one else”– Acts 4:12 – and the Bible (“the holy scriptures”) is the only reliable source of knowledge concerning him.

	Paul is insistent that “the holy scriptures are able to make (us) wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus” – 2 Tim 3:15. We need to respond to the message about salvation in Jesus Christ alone, because as John says “God has given us eternal life and this life is in his Son. He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life” – 1 John 5:11-12.

	The Bible Says

	
		John 5:39-40 The scriptures testify of Jesus and invite us to come to him.

		John 1:14 Jesus is the word made flesh – all the good things the Bible promises find their fulfilment in him.

		Luke 24:27 Jesus explains the golden thread. All the Law and the Prophets speak of him.

		2 Peter 1:19 We have the word of the prophets “made more certain” because we have the historical witness of the life of Jesus himself, which the Old Testament prophets were only able to predict.

		2 Peter 1:20-21 Peter explains that God Himself directed the writing of the scriptures. It was not as though the writers were just making things up as they went.

		2 Timothy 3:15-17 All scripture is God-breathed (God influenced or directed) and we can profit from it all.

		Hebrews 4:12-13 Something special happens when we read the Bible prayerfully. And Jesus, the word made flesh, is also living and active to make the Bible, the word of God, a dynamic influence in our lives.



	Discussion Points

	
		It is often said that if the Bible is inspired by God and hangs together as a whole, with a consistent thread, then we should “let scripture interpret scripture.” What do you think this means? Are there factors other than the text itself to which we should have regard in interpreting Bible text? If so, what sorts of factors?

		Paul says that what he and the other apostles wrote about was “… in words taught by the spirit”; that they were “… expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words” – 1 Cor.2:13. What do you think this means? Discuss how this makes the Bible unique in the world of literature.

		The “divine inspiration” of the scriptures is taught in passages such as 2 Tim.3:15-17 and 2 Pet.1:21. Discuss what you think “divine inspiration” means in these passages.

		Scholars debate whether the “divine inspiration” of the Bible applies just to the ideas and concepts that it expresses or whether it extends to the precise words used in the text (“verbal inspiration”). Discuss the pro and cons of the broader view and the narrower view of inspiration having regard to the way that Paul used scripture – Gal.3:16; Rom.4:18-24 – and Jesus also– Matthew 22:29-32; Matthew 22:41-46; John 10:34-36.

		Like any literature, the Bible writers use imagery and symbolism, allegories and parables. For example, look at these passages and discuss whether you think the language is imagery, symbolism or both – or perhaps even to be taken literally: Psa.119:105; Isa.55:1-2; Daniel 7:1-14; 2 Peter 3:10; Rev. 22:1-5.

		Bible writers sometimes use allegories. An allegory is a representation of, or commentary about one thing, by reference to something else entirely. For example, look at Gal.4:21-31 and discuss the allegory that Paul is making there. For an Old Testament allegory, see 2 Sam.12:1-7.

		Closely related to allegories are parables (stories with a hidden meaning). This was one of Jesus’ favourite forms of preaching. His parable of the sower (Matthew 13:1-9 and Mark 4: 1-9) describes four different categories of people and how they react when they hear the word of God. Can you see evidence of these four types of reactions to the word of God today?

		The fact that so many prophecies in the Bible were fulfilled just as predicted is one good reason to trust the Bible. Take the following prophecies as examples and discuss how they came true just as predicted: Jer.25:11 and 29:10-14 (Babylonian captivity); Isa.13:20-21 and Jer.50:35-42 (the destruction of Babylon); Ezek.26:4-5 (the destruction of Tyre); Daniel 2 (future world kingdoms); Luke 21:1-6 and 20-24 (the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans in AD 70); Isa.53 (the sufferings of Jesus).

		We have seen how the Bible is the “Word of God” in the sense that it is God-directed or God inspired (2 Tim.3:15-17). But Jesus is also called the Word of God– (see Rev.19:13). How can this be?



	Additional sources

	Hayward, Alan (1976). Great news for the world. Christadelphians Worldwide, Birmingham

	Morgan, F.V. (n.d.). The Bible and Modern Thought– Reasons for faith in the Bible. Christadelphian Office

	Norris, Alfred (2003). The Things We Stand For. Christadelphian Office

	Strong, J. (1900). Strong's exhaustive concordance of the Bible: With brief dictionaries of the Hebrew and Greek words of the original with references to the English words. (KJV Based) **

	Sargent, L.G. (1954). The Authority of the Bible. Christadelphian Office

	Whittaker, Harry (1965). Exploring the Bible. Christadelphian Office

	


Lesson 3: How we can build a relationship with God

	Overview

	The most beautiful parts of life are relationships. Mum and dad, sisters and brothers, boyfriends and girlfriends, and just our mates and friends. A relationship is built on mutual respect, trust and love. Like this, God gives us love and grace (undeserved favour) and asks only for love and faith in return. God is perfect on His side of the bargain – and helps us with our side, because we tend to fall down on our commitment. Have you ever wondered why God gives all those prophecies about Israel? He tells you. “That you may know that I am the Lord”. He’s helping us with our faith.

	God has chosen the two most intimate human relationships to express his love for us. Husband/wife and parent/child. Throughout the Old Testament, God called Israel ‘his wife’, although she was unfaithful. In Ephesians 5, Paul says marriage is a ‘type’ of the relationship between Christ and the Church. God has asked us to call Him ‘our Father’. The parent child relationship is the personal relationship of God with us, and the marriage relationship is the one for the collective church with God and Jesus. Neither of these human relationships can fully express the relationship that God and Jesus offer us. Some husbands/wives are abusive to their partners, as are some parents to their child. God’s love is perfect.

	You can’t build a relationship without communications. We have God communicating with us through the recorded words of Jesus and the apostles – and the details of God’s plan through the prophets and the Old Testament writers. We have to trust and believe what He has written. We communicate back through our prayers. Prayer can be formal, each morning as we wake, each evening as we end the day. It can also be informal – as we chat with God and Jesus, our friends, in supermarkets, while driving, walking etc.

	But, no relationship is ever built without effort and actions. God has revealed His plans for and to us – and expects us to work for the progress of those plans. If you have a friend – you visit, or phone, or email or Facebook them. You don’t ignore them. God needs your help: to preach – to actively strive to prepare this world for the coming of His son “We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time.” Romans 8:22. Salvation is not only about us – it’s about God saving this world from the agony and suffering that we see everywhere and we can help. God needs our help. In Luke 10:2 Jesus said, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field”.

	We are not alone. A Christian in ‘born of the Spirit’, and at his/her rebirth becomes a child of the Spirit of God. Paul said in Rom.8: “Those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires. The mind governed by the flesh is death, but the mind governed by the Spirit is life and peace.”

	The Bible Says

	
		2 Chronicles 16: 9 God looks for people to love and form a relationship with.

		Daniel 9:23 Prayer can change the course of nations.

		John 15:15 If we are disappointed in our earthly relationships of marriage and parents – then, don’t worry, Jesus calls us his friends.

		Ephesians 5:21-32 Paul says that the marriage relationship is a parable of Jesus and His church.

		Romans 8:1-10 Paul says we are born of the Spirit.

		Genesis 18:22-33 Abraham bargains with God – we’re allowed to treat God as a friend.

		John 1:10-13 We are defined as the children of God – the greatest relationship.

		Revelation 3:20 We invite our friends for dinner – Jesus is waiting for that invitation.



	Discussion Points

	
		King Saul and King David both committed grievous sins. What did David do (and Saul didn’t) that established a relationship with God which led to him being called a ‘man after God’s own heart’?

		Ezekiel 14:14 proclaims Job as one of the three most righteous men in God’s mind. How did Job establish and maintain his relationship with God?

		God asks action in our relationship with Him. How can we help in the harvest (Luke 10:2)?

		Relate something/sometime in your life where you believe that you were God directed – or hope to be.

		The concept of a relationship with God is intimately linked with prayer. How do we view unanswered prayer?

		What would a woman, who is in fear of her safety whenever her drunk abusive husband comes home, think of the parable that God/Jesus is the husband of the saints?

		What words of Jesus would give her consolation?

		How does an abused child relate to the concept of “God the Father”?



	Additional sources

	Gilbert, Mark ed. The Living Gospel. Available online at http://carelinks.net/doc/livinggospel

	Heaster, Duncan (2000). Bible Basics: a study manual revealing the joy and peace of true Christianity (4th ed). Christadelphian Advancement Trust, London (pages 20 – 27). An introduction to the fundamentals of love and faith. Available online at www.carelinks.net

	Hyndman, Rob ed. (2008). The Way of Life. Bethel Publications. (pages 26-59)

	Muggeridge, Malcolm (1969). Jesus Rediscovered. Doubleday & Company. A reprobate comes back to Christianity at age 60. **

	Norman, Larry (1969). I don’t believe in Miracles (song on the album “Upon this rock”).  This song highlights how God can work miracles in our lives. Available online at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_ftd3PNb7cs**

	Yancey, Philip (2002). What's So Amazing About Grace? (New edition). Zondervan. **

	


Lesson 4: Having a Christian Identity

	Overview

	Identity refers to the qualities, beliefs, personality, looks and/or expressions that make up a person. It can also be used in the context of a group of people. Society today often encourages us to have our own identity. We are taught about the downfalls of peer pressure and the need to be an individual, having our own self-worth and being all that we can be. So how does this fit with being a Christian?

	To a point, there is nothing wrong with this attitude. Each of us has been blessed with unique qualities, personalities, talents and experiences. It is good to celebrate these and enjoy them. God wants us to go further though, as he has something better for us. He doesn’t just want us to be the best we can be in this life. He wants to help us be even more, through Jesus. As followers of God, we are encouraged instead to take on Jesus’ character. This should be both in our thoughts, and also reflected in our actions. In each situation, we can ask “what would Jesus do?” in order to decide how we should act.

	Our natural identity is never fixed, always developing as we learn new skills and experience new things. In the same way, our identity with Jesus is constantly developing. We should strive to become more like Christ every day of this life, encouraged by the hope of new life with him in the Kingdom. To become more like Christ, we need to demonstrate the qualities he showed in his life. Qualities such as love, kindness, compassion, forgiveness, honesty and humility. It is characteristics like this that comprise identity in Christ. By displaying these characteristics, we can show other people that we identify with Christ.

	We are no longer just ourselves, but Christ is in us. A great way to strengthen that identity is combining our two identities – using the unique qualities, personalities, and talents we have to serve God. For example, if you’re musical, use that to praise God. If you’re good at helping others, realize that in showing that love and kindness, you are serving God too.

	Another way to strengthen our identity in Christ is spending time with others who share that belief and hope. Paul in his letters often encouraged believers to build each other up to be more like Jesus, being living examples for each other. We should learn and take encouragement from others and try to help others too. We do need to remember though that our identity in Christ is still a personal responsibility. Our identity is not defined by the church we attend, or even the people we spend time with, but in the way, we act and show our belief.

	The Bible Says

	
		Romans 12 - Paul encourages us not to conform to the world’s identity, but in humility, remember that we all may have individual Christian identities and talents that make up the whole. This chapter also describes the behaviour that can allow you to be recognised as a Christian.

		Galatians 2:20-21 – “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. I do not set aside the grace of God, for if righteousness could be gained through the law, Christ died for nothing!”

		Ephesians 5:1-2 – Follow God’s example and walk in the way of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.

		1 Corinthians 11:1 - “Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ.”

		1 Corinthians 6:19-20 – “Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, for you were bought with a price. So, glorify God in your body.”

		1 John 2:15-17 – “Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world – the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride in possessions is not from the Father but it is from the world. And the world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides forever.”



	Discussion Points

	
		What are the main factors that make up your identity?

		How many of these factors align with Jesus?

		What attributes will identify you as Christian in your daily life?

		How are these attributes different to other groups today, such as Jews, Muslims, atheists, Buddhists?

		How can you be a Christian while still maintaining your individual identity? What do you gain or lose by taking on Christ’s identity?

		What abilities/attributes can you use in service of Christ?

		How did Jesus try to identify with God?

		How have people misused their Christian identity throughout history? E.g. The Crusades

		Is there a difference in identifying yourself as a Christian vs a Christadelphian? If so, is this important?



	Additional sources

	Bell, Rob (2006). Velvet Elvis: Repainting the Christian Faith (1st Ed). Zondervan - reimagining the Christian faith and what it means to identify with Jesus. **

	Gillett, Dennis (1992). The genius of discipleship (2nd ed). The Christadelphian, Birmingham.

	Got Questions Ministries. (n.d.). What is my Identity in Christ? | 412teens.org https://412teens.org/qna/what-is-my-Identity-in-Christ.php - from a US Christian group called Got Questions Ministries, specifically aimed to help young people grow in Jesus. **

	Marshall, John (1987). The New Life. The Christadelphian, Birmingham.

	Our Identity in Christ https://www.openbible.info/topics/our_identity_in_christ - a selection of Bible verses on the theme of identity.**

	Tennant, Harry (1986). The Christadelphians: what they believe and preach. The Christadelphian, Birmingham (ch.22 Walking with God)

	


Lesson 5: People of the Middle East

	Overview

	We often think that the Old Testament is set in Israel. However, the first eleven chapters of Genesis are set in the Middle East, in Iraq. The Garden of Eden was in this region (defined by the Tigris and Euphrates rivers); Noah was from here as the ark settled on the Turkey/Iraq border; the Tower of Babel was built in Southern Iraq, also the original location of Terah’s family. By Genesis 11, the Bible narrative moves from Iraq to Syria (Haran) to Canaan (Israel). The cradle of civilization was in Akkad and Sumer, in modern day Iraq. Later, in Bible history, Iraq looms large as the home of the Assyrians and the Babylonians, both of whom attacked Israel. So, the Middle East is the focus of all the Old Testament. Since the time of Jesus, the Middle East has been the centre of Islamic worship and invasion of Europe, the Crusader wars, and was the scene of some of the greatest battles of WW1. In 1990, the world was again focussed on this area with Gulf War 1 (named after the Persian Gulf), and again in 2003 with the invasion of Iraq. In 2014 the world saw the establishment of the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL).

	Have you seen or heard the news this week? Did they mention the Middle East? Not many weeks go by without some sort of reference to fighting or violence in the Middle East. Interestingly it is the geographic focus of the Bible and it continues to this day to be one of the most, if not the most, keenly watched areas of the world, but why?

	The Middle East is important to world politics today because of its oil. The world’s economy depends on the supply of oil. But the war and conflict of the Middle East pre-dates the age of oil, there were conflicts during the Crusades, and led by the Ottomans, the Safavids, the Mamlukes and the Arabs.

	Today the main tensions in the Middle East are between various Arab nations and Israel. A big portion of the population in the Middle East are Arabs. The Arab World consists of 22 countries in the Middle East and North Africa: Algeria, Bahrain, the Comoros Islands, Djibouti, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Mauritania, Oman, Palestine, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Somalia, Sudan, Syria, Tunisia, the United Arab Emirates, and Yemen. There are over 300 million Arabs. Arab identity is defined independently of religious identity, and pre-dates the spread of Islam, with historically attested Christian Arab kingdoms and Jewish Arab tribes. Today, however, most Arabs are Muslim, with a minority adhering to other faiths, largely Christianity, but also Druze and Baha'i.

	The Middle East remains the focus of future events foretold in Bible prophecy. The nations which are set to attack Israel are named in Psalm 83. They are the surrounding Middle East nations. These are the ancient names of Sinai, Jordan, Syria, Iraq and Lebanon. Just as the Bible says, these nations are antagonistic to Israel, and will one day make a major assault on Jerusalem. We watch with excitement, because Zechariah 12 and 14 tell us that this battle will herald the return of Jesus to save Israel.

	The Bible Says

	
		Genesis 16:12 "He will be a wild donkey of a man; his hand will be against everyone and everyone's hand against him, and he will live in hostility toward all his brothers."

		Psalm 83:4 "Come," they say, "let us destroy them as a nation, so that Israel's name is remembered no more."

		Obadiah 1:13-14 “You should not march through the gates of my people in the day of their disaster, nor gloat over them in their calamity in the day of their disaster, nor seize their wealth in the day of their disaster.”

		Genesis 12:7 "To your offspring I will give this land."

		Jeremiah 3:17 "At that time they will call Jerusalem The Throne of the LORD, and all nations will gather in Jerusalem to honour the name of the LORD. No longer will they follow the stubbornness of their evil hearts."

		Ezekiel 5:5 "This is what the Sovereign LORD says: This is Jerusalem, which I have set in the centre of the nations, with countries all around her."

		Romans 11: 25-27 “Israel has experienced a hardening in part until the full number of the Gentiles has come in, and in this way all Israel will be saved.”



	Discussion Points

	
		What is your understanding of the area commonly called “the Middle East”?

		When did tensions begin between Jews and Arabs?

		When have these tensions boiled over in the past one hundred years? You may need to ask some adults for this information.

		What does God actually say in Genesis about the land of Israel?

		How is this reinforced in Galatians 3:16?

		How is Jerusalem the centre of the earth today? Could it be a geographical centre? A spiritual centre?

		What is the role of the Middle East in God’s plan?

		What does God’s plan for the Middle East have to do with us as Christians?

		How should we respond to Arab people?

		How did Jesus treat people of different races and nationalities (e.g. Samaritan woman, Romans, Cornelius)?



	Additional sources

	Chartwell Books editorial team (2015). The Timechart of Biblical History: Over 4000 Years in Charts, Maps, Lists and Chronologies. Chartwell Books. **

	Davis, Craig S (2003). The Middle East for dummies. Wiley, Hoboken, N.J **

	Lewis, Bernard & Rogers D. Spotswood Collection (1995). The Middle East: a brief history of the last 2,000 years. Scribner, New York, N.Y. **

	Nelson, Raymond C. (2016) Middle Eastern History: History of the Middle East: Holy Wars & Holy Cities. Raymond C. Nelson. **

	Rabinovici, R. (2015). Jewish Timeline Infographic - A Brief History of the Jewish People on One Page. Available online at http://www.odyeda.com/en/**

	Stephen Palmer (n.d.) The Middle East and Bible Prophecy, Christadelphian pamphlet. Available online at https://thechristadelphian.com/read-middle-east-bible-prophecy

	


Lesson 6: Arguing for God in a Godless World

	Overview

	There have always been people who don’t believe in God, they are frequently called unbelievers. Psa.14:1 ‘The fool says in his heart, "There is no God."’ As an example, look at the belief in God across Europe. From 90% of the population believing in God in Greece and Romania, through 50% in Spain and Germany to less than 20% in France, Austria and Scandinavia. In Australia, atheism remained at about 0.6% in men and 0.2% in women up until 1970, when it suddenly grew dramatically from 8% in men (and 5% in women) to 25% in Men (20% in women) in 2011. The rise is linear and extrapolation gives a nation of 100% atheists by the year 2035. Why this sudden increase?

	The “New Atheists” are a group of unbelievers, led by high profile authors including Richard Dawkins, Sam Harris, Christopher Hitchens and Daniel Dennett. There are also other high-profile individuals including Stephen Fry who, like the new atheists, take opportunities to publicly challenge belief in God in interviews, publications and television programs.

	Scientific atheists argue that we don’t need a God to explain the universe, they say that the Big Bang theory explains how the universe began – and evolution explains how life on earth began. Lawrence M. Krauss states “I can’t prove God doesn’t exist – just that he is unnecessary.”

	Three ideas are frequently used to claim that Christianity is unscientific: historically Christians believed in an earth-centred universe; the Big Bang theory explains the origin of the universe; and evolution explains all life.

	1. The earth centred universe. The Bible never claims that the sun and all the planets rotate about the earth. This was a pagan concept (Aristotle) which was incorporated into Catholic Church beliefs – it’s unbiblical. Some people claim that Joshua 10:13 says that the “sun stood still” – and this implies that the sun rotates about the earth. The second axiom of Einstein’s Special relativity says “there is no preferred frame of reference in the universe.” i.e. nothing is moving or stationary, but all bodies move relative to each other. When we are on earth it is good physics to use the earth as our “frame of reference.” The evening newsreader says “sun rise will be at 6.05am tomorrow”. Do we all phone in and say – no – it should be “earth rise”. No – we accept the earth as our reference frame, just as the Bible does.

	2. The big bang theory (BBT) does suggest a mechanism for a universe popping into existence, but that doesn’t mean it happened without God. The ‘BBT’ has now been superseded by other theories – the multi-verse theory, or the theory that the universe is just a computer simulation of some advanced intelligence. The BBT does not explain dark matter, dark energy or the absence of abundant anti-matter in the universe. The creation by God still is the only self-consistent theory.

	3 Evolution. There are some three billion base pairs of nucleotides in the human chromosomes. Evolutionists claim that evolution has been going on for about three billion years. This implies that we would have to create one base pair, on average, every year and implant it in every chromosome to produce what we have now. A statistical impossibility – unless evolution was “guided” – i.e. by God.

	Then – there is the man / woman who says – “there may be a God – but I’m too busy making money – or trying to - to worry.” 2 Tim.3:5 “But understand this, that in the last days …. men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, proud, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, inhuman, implacable, slanderers, profligates, fierce, haters of good, treacherous, reckless, swollen with conceit, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, holding the form of religion but denying the power of it.” This is the world of godlessness in which we live. Watch TV any afternoon and you’ll see game shows dedicated to the love of money. This world is dedicated to self. Greed is good. Bigger car, bigger house, better job. Jesus likens his coming to the days before Noah and Lot. People were eating, drinking, marrying, buying a house, building stuff and having kids without a thought for God – and suddenly destruction came on them.

	So, what to do? Paul has it figured out in 1 Cor. 2:2 “For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.”

	This is all that counts.

	The Bible Says

	
		Psalm 14:1 The product of godlessness is corruption and evil deeds.

		1 Corinthians 1:18 -25 God makes fools out of the wise of this world.

		1 Corinthians 3:19 The wisdom of this world is foolishness to God.

		Psalm 19:1 -6 The universe is testimony to the power and majesty of God.

		Ezekiel 16: 49 – 50 What was the besetting sin of Sodom? Homosexuality? NO! It was pride, stacks of food, and abundance of idleness, and neglecting the poor and needy. Sound like us?

		1 John 2:16 The world offers lust and pride – all bring death.

		2 Timothy 3:5 The last days will bring “a form of Godliness but denying its power.”

		2 Timothy 4:1-5 In the last days people will believe what they want to – rejecting God.

		Luke 17: 26-30 [Matthew 24:36-39] The coming of Jesus will be like the days before the Flood and of Sodom. People were eating, drinking, marrying and sudden destruction came on them.



	Discussion Points

	
		Luke 17:26-30 How does this describe today’s western society?

		Matthew 6:24 We cannot serve two masters. How can we try to serve two masters? How is this bound to fail?

		Matthew 6:25-34. Jesus asks us not worry about this life. Is he suggesting we drop out of school, drop medical insurance, reject superannuation etc? What is he asking?

		One of the greatest “proofs” of God’s reality is His actions in our lives. Share any experiences you may have had where you feel God directed the events of your life.

		Acts 17:32 Who would be the types who mocked the message of the resurrection from the dead? Who are the types who still mock the message?

		If you were to meet an unbeliever, what message would you give in the hope of stimulating his/her curiosity to discover more of the Gospel?

		What arguments could you present to give a reason why you believe Jesus rose from the dead?

		Use a Google search to find where, outside of the Bible, Jesus Christ is mentioned.



	Additional sources

	Christadelphian Carelinks Ministries (2014) Atheist objections answered; reply to Christopher Hitchens. Reasons God exists https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sr5ZqKM_rXU

	Dembski, William A (1999). Intelligent design: the bridge between science & theology. InterVarsity Press. 

	Morison, Frank (1930). Who moved the Stone? Faber and Faber, London. Also available online at http://www.gospeltruth.net/whomovedthestone.htm 

	Strobel, Lee (1998). The case for Christ: a journalist's personal investigation of the evidence for Jesus. Zondervan, Grand Rapids, MI. 

	


Lesson 7: Creating a Godly Image

	Overview

	As Christians, we are called to reflect God’s glory – after all, we were all created in His image (Gen 1:27) and Jesus tells us to be perfect as God is perfect (Matthew 5:48). Paul in Eph.5:1 says “Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children, and walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.” It’s a pretty tall order, to imitate God. But it defines this by saying “walking in love” is to imitate God. And, we have an example – it’s been done before. Jesus imitated God – all we have to do is imitate Jesus.

	The character of God is reflected in Jesus. Philip said to Jesus in John 14:8-9 “Lord, show us the Father, and that will be enough for us.” Jesus replied, “Philip, I have been with you all this time, and still you do not know me? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father.” Jesus was the express image of God. 2 Cor. 4:4 “The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers so they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.”

	So, we are called to imitate Jesus. Peter said “For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps.” (1Pet.2:21) Paul said in 2 Cor.3:18 “And we all, who with unveiled faces contemplate the Lord's glory, are being transformed into his image…” and “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here!” (2 Cor.5:17)

	It is a truism that the first Bible many people read is us. People will only be attracted to the Gospel, if they see something attractive in us – something they see that ‘the world’ cannot supply. We need to exhibit a godliness to be attractive. How do we do that? Look at John 13:35 “By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” We should lead a life that shows to all that we belong to Jesus. In Matthew 5:14, Jesus tell us “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hid. Nor do men light a lamp and put it under a bushel, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.”

	How do we do this? By exhibiting the products of God’s Spirit in our lives. The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. In a world which is ruled by self-interest, avarice, indulgence and the ‘looking out for number one’, these qualities will stand out like a signpost – or a city on a hill. These qualities may not come naturally to many of us – so we need to constantly nurture them through prayer, reading the Bible and discussion with believing friends. As these qualities attract others to us – we naturally fulfil the great commission of Matthew 28:19 “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you…”

	We are God’s instruments to bring the world to Christ. The fields are white with harvest – we just need to be workers who bring it in to God’s glory. So, our transformation into the image of Christ or God is a work in progress. It will take a lifetime, or until Jesus returns. You will fail on occasions – we all do. But God is there to lift you up – to start you off again: to forgive and help you through your next struggle. But – you will make it – finally. One of the most beautiful promises in the Bible is just that – you will be conformed to his image: “See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and so, we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God's children now; it does not yet appear what we shall be, but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.” (I John 3).

	The Bible Says

	
		Genesis 1:27 We were created in His image, so we are expected to reflect God’s image and glory

		Matthew 5:48 We must be perfect as God is perfect.

		Ephesians 5:1-4 We are asked to be like God – and not only that but to also reject all ungodly behaviour.

		Colossians 1:15 Jesus was the perfect reflection of God’s character.

		Hebrews 1:3 Jesus is the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of His being.

		Romans 8:10 and 29 A godly image comes from reflecting Jesus in our lives.

		Ephesians 6:13-18 Jesus spent his living years battling temptation. But he was armed for the battle – just as we can be.



	Discussion Points

	
		God is infinite in power and knowledge and is present everywhere by His Spirit. How can we reasonably be asked to imitate God?

		How are we created in God’s image?

		Think carefully about our place in Australian society. What current topics of social/political comment give us an opportunity to show Jesus’ character?

		We are expected to live up to the model of Jesus. God will never demand of us what we cannot do. So, whenever we fall, it is our shortcoming – not God’s. Discuss ‘sin is not my fate, it is my fault’.

		A famous atheist once said: “God created us sick, commanded us to be well, and then condemned us to death for remaining sick”. Discuss the error of this concept, and perhaps how this grew out of the misguided ideas presented in orthodox churches (original sin).

		How did Jesus, a mere human, perfectly reflect God’s character?

		Jesus last commission to his followers was to go out to the entire world and preach His gospel. How well do we do this? Give some ideas on powerful preaching.

		Jesus said not to hide the light of the gospel which is within us. Do all your friends see your light? Does your local shop owner, or car mechanic, or barista know that you are a Christian?

		The fruits of the spirit listed in Galatians 5 lists love, kindness and gentleness as separate virtues. How are they different? What are the distinct features of each?

		How can we reflect God when surrounded by a collectively Godless crowd (e.g. in a football crowd)?



	Additional sources

	Gilbert, Mark ed. The Living Gospel. Available online at http://carelinks.net/doc/livinggospel

	Gillett, Dennis (1992). The genius of discipleship (2nd ed). The Christadelphian, Birmingham.

	Heaster, Duncan (2000). Bible Basics: a study manual revealing the joy and peace of true Christianity (4th ed). Christadelphian Advancement Trust, London (pages 20 – 27). An introduction to the fundamentals of love and faith. Available online at www.carelinks.net

	Hyndman, Rob ed. (2008). The Way of Life. Bethel Publications. (pages 63-68, 223-310)

	Inspire You Entertainment. (2015). 10 Daily Practices for a More Godly Life | Only God Can Available online at http://onlygodcanmovie.com/faith/10-daily-practices-for-a-godly-life/**

	Norman, Larry (1976). Shot down (song on the album “In another land”) Available online at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SD1QglqgSmI**

	


Lesson 8: Refugees, Homelessness, Poverty and the Western World

	Overview

	There is a class of character that makes appearances throughout the entirety of the Bible. They turn up in Genesis, the law, the prophets, and in the words of Jesus. They are the strangers. The foreigner or refugee. The poor. These issues existed in Bible times and are still very alive today. In fact, the issue of refugees, homelessness and poverty have only become worse.

	A refugee is defined as someone forcibly displaced from their home country. As of 2016, the United Nations estimates there are over 59.5 million refugees worldwide – nearly three times the population of Australia. Further, nearly a third of the world’s population is impoverished. Poverty is more than just having low income. It is officially defined by the United Nations as a person “deprived of basic human needs”.

	Throughout the Bible, God speaks often of the poor and needy. These groups of people are dependent on the goodness of others to help them out. He gets very upset when people mistreat them and instructs His followers to do differently. However, it wasn’t enough to simply not mistreat those less fortunate. God’s people were expected to actively do the opposite and provide for them. He commands His followers to love these people – not just love in word, but an active love which sought to meet their needs. Ultimately, where does all this come from? Why did God ask this of His people? It’s quite simple really – that’s who He is.

	In Psalm 146, there is a powerful list of verbs used to describe God’s actions for the less fortunate – executing justice, giving food, setting free, opening eyes, raising up, protecting the strangers, supporting the fatherless and widows. This is an active God, who cares for the refugee, the poor, the needy.

	We are called to love in the same way, because we were first loved – by God and Jesus. We too were strangers, says Paul in Ephesians. But God loved the stranger so much, that He sent His son to die for them. We were separate from God and without hope. But then through Jesus, we are brought near. We are given a family, and the hope of a future home in God’s kingdom.

	Ultimately, the issues of refugees and poverty will be resolved by the coming of God’s kingdom. The inequality that exists in the world today will be removed, and a true home will be provided for all those who love him. But until that time, the command of God is clear. We should be doing all we can to help those less fortunate than ourselves.

	The Bible Says

	
		Ezekiel 16:49 - God brought terrible judgements on those who abused or ignored the poor.

		Daniel 4:27 - King Nebuchadnezzar was brought down by God for being merciless to the poor.

		Zechariah 7:9-10 “Administer true justice; show mercy and compassion to one another. Do not oppress the widow or the fatherless, the foreigner or the poor.”

		Deuteronomy 24:19-21 – Specific provisions for the needy in the law of Moses.

		Leviticus 19:33-34 – Foreigners are regarded highly in ancient Israel.

		Exodus 22:21-23 – “Do not mistreat or oppress a foreigner, for you were foreigners in Egypt. Do not take advantage of the widow or the fatherless. If you do and they cry out to me, I will certainly hear their cry.”

		Psalm 146:7-9 – “The LORD who executes justice for the oppressed; Who gives food to the hungry The LORD sets the prisoners free. The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; The LORD raises up those who are bowed down; The LORD loves the righteous; The LORD protects the strangers; He supports the fatherless and the widow”

		Ephesians 2: 13-19 - “But now, in union with Christ Jesus, you, who used to be far away, have been brought near by the blood of Christ…so then, you Gentiles are not foreigners or strangers any longer; you are now citizens together with God's people and members of the family of God.”



	Discussion Points

	
		When you hear or read the word ‘refugee’, what do you think? How do you feel? Have you ever met a refugee?

		Why do people flee their home and country?

		A refugee is someone forcibly displaced from their original home. What examples of refugees in the Bible can you think of?

		The refugee crisis is part of broader systems of injustice. How does God react to injustice? What should be our reaction to injustice in the world today? (Amos 5, Psalm 98, Matt 5 are good places to start)

		Do you know any organizations or individuals who help refugees in your community or country? Gather some information about these organizations or individuals. What do they do with or for refugees? Do they need any help or support?

		Think about times people have been generous to you. What did they do, and what impact did their generosity have on you?

		The Bible talks about being generous with our resources. What resources do you have that you could give to others? (Note: not all resources are physical!)

		Poverty and homelessness are global issues, but they also affect our local community. What little actions could you do to help tackle the issue in your area?

		Jesus is a wonderful example of someone who reached out to people on the edges of society. Can you think of some examples where Jesus did this? What lessons can we learn from them? What do you think he would say about the current refugee situation?

		How do you feel when you see a homeless person begging on the street? How could we provide support to them? Does Jesus expect us to provide for every beggar?



	Additional sources

	Bell, Rob & Golden, Don (2008). Jesus wants to save Christians: a manifesto for the church in exile. Zondervan. An inspiring call-to-arms for Christians to tackle poverty, inequality and oppression. **

	Glenn, T. (2016, August 30). Why We Can't End Poverty | Compassion International Blog. Available online at https://blog.compassion.com/why-we-cant-end-poverty/ - a blog post about the impact we should try to have on poverty. We might not solve it, but we can help reduce the impact on others. **

	(2016) Refugees and the Image of God | The Left Hand of Ehud: Matt's Bible Blog. Available online at https://mattsbibleblog.wordpress.com/2016/08/06/teamrefugees-and-the-image-of-god/- a blog post about the Refugee team at the Olympics and seeing God at work through it. **

	TED. (n.d.). Refugees welcome. Available online at https://www.ted.com/playlists/294/refugees_welcome A playlist of TED talks about refugees. A variety of perspectives and some fascinating stories – from refugees themselves, and those who have worked closely with them. **

	What Does the Bible Say About Poverty? (n.d.). Available online at https://www.openbible.info/topics/poverty - a useful list of Biblical quotations on poverty. **

	


Lesson 9: Patriarchs and Promises

	Overview

	“I will be with you and will bless you, for I will give these lands to you and to your descendants, and I will fulfil the solemn promise I made to your father Abraham. I will multiply your descendants so that they will be as numerous as the stars in the sky, and I will give them all these lands. All the nations of the earth will pronounce blessings on one another using the name of your descendants. All this will come to pass because Abraham obeyed me and kept my commandments, my charge, my statutes, and my laws.” (Gen. 26:3-5). This was the promise to Isaac, one of the patriarchs of Israel. It built on the promise to Abraham and provided a strong link from one patriarch to another. It became the foundation of the faith they had in God. A patriarch was a male ancestral head of a family.

	Covenants were two-sided with two parties in agreement. God’s covenant with His people, with blessings and curses, continued throughout Israel’s journey to the land of promise. God remembered His people, rewarding their obedience, while sometimes even forgiving them for their repeated complaining. We can see in Israel’s history that the Lord remained faithful to His people, and despite their inconsistent unspiritual walk, and at times outright rejection of Him, was available to help them. Throughout the days of the Old Testament, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob/Israel was always a gracious and merciful God.

	The Psalmist in Ps 105:8-11 many generations later wrote that “He always remembers his covenantal decree, the promise He made to a thousand generations—the promise He made to Abraham, the promise He made by oath to Isaac! He gave it to Jacob as a decree, to Israel as a lasting promise, saying, ‘To you I will give the land of Canaan as the portion of your inheritance.’”

	One thousand years later, Peter began a speech by referring to their common belief in “The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God of our forefathers” (Acts 3:12). Peter’s audience would recall that this formula had special relevance for Israel through their whole history. Peter’s hearers should have placed full confidence in God’s plan, by repenting and receiving Jesus as he truly was, the Saviour of all people and their promised Messiah. It is in Jesus that all of God’s covenantal promises will be realised both in the future and in righteous living here and now.

	It is exciting for believers in all ages to recognise that the Abrahamic Covenant is ultimately fulfilled in the New Covenant (new because the connection is made through Jesus). As a result, we are united to Christ. Paul said that “All believers are one in Christ Jesus. And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s descendants, heirs according to the promise” Gal. 3:28-29; cf. Rom. 4:1-5, 23-25). As “heirs of God and also fellow heirs with Christ” (Rom. 8:17) we, too, look forward to a land of promise, an even better land, to which our Lord will bring us in His kingdom. As believers in Christ who await that promised glorious future, we, no less than Abraham, may have confidence in the promise of the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob to meet our every need.

	The Bible Says

	
		Acts 3: 12-16 A typical speech by Paul about the faith of the patriarchs

		Romans 4: 1-25 Heirs of God and also fellow heirs with Christ.

		Galatians 3: 15-29 Christians are free from the ritual requirements of the Mosaic Law because of faith.

		Hebrews 6: 1-12 Abraham’s faith and actions worked together.

		Hebrews 6: 13-17 Abraham is a prime example of faith, and the progenitor of an abundant number of descendants.

		Hebrews 11: 8-22 Works are necessary to prove that one’s faith is valid.

		James 2: 14-26 True faith is demonstrated in doing righteous acts, as did Abraham.

		Romans 9: 6-13 The Lord has remained faithful to his promise to Abraham, which was channelled through Isaac and Jacob.



	Discussion Points

	
		Research: Look up the term “covenant in ancient Israel”. What were the features of covenants?

		The term “patriarch” is used today to describe the heads of families, often the eldest male. There is usually great reverence for patriarchs. What were patriarchs in Old Testament times?

		How did the people, judges, prophets and kings regard them?

		Jesus often referred to the patriarchs. He was concerned about the adoration of the patriarchs (“We have Abraham as our father”) without fully understanding the promises. What had gone wrong in the understanding of the patriarchs and their faith in God?

		What were the basic features of the promises God gave to the patriarchs?

		What was expected in return for God’s promises?

		God in His promises to the patriarchs gave blessings and curses. What were the blessings and what were the curses?

		The New Testament writers made a strong link between the promises and faith. What does Paul, for instance, argue in the Romans chapter 9 reading about faith and the promises to Abraham?

		What do the New Testament writers suggest is the result of faith in God’s promises?

		James (James 2) and the writer to the Hebrews (Heb.11) suggest that faith can only exist if demonstrated by action. Give some examples of the patriarchs’ faith, as well as the faith of others such as David, Daniel etc.

		How can we be linked to the promises given to the patriarchs?

		Jews and Muslims also regard the patriarchs with reverence. However, they reject the New Testament concept of salvation through Jesus, the Son of God. What is the argument presented in Galatians 3 about the link between faith, the promises, Jesus and our baptism?

		So why do the promises which were given to the Old Testament patriarchs so long ago matter to us today?



	Additional sources

	Christadelphian Waymark. (n.d.). A Key to Understanding the Bible. Available online at http://www.christadelphian.uk.com/Preachingbooklets/key.pdf

	Davies, M. (2009). The promises to Abraham | The Gospel Truth. Available online at http://www.the-gospel-truth.info/bible-teachings/the-promise-to-abraham/

	Heaster, Duncan (2000). Bible Basics: a study manual revealing the joy and peace of true Christianity (4th ed). Christadelphian Advancement Trust, London Study 3.4 - The Promise to Abraham. Available online at http://www.christadelphians.com/biblebasics/0304promisetoabraham.html

	Patterson, R. D. (2013). The God of Abraham, Isaac, And Jacob. Available online at https://bible.org/article/god-abraham-isaac-and-jacob Good detailed explanation of the promises throughout the Bible. **

	Pearce, D. (n.d.). Your Share in God's Promises. The Christadelphian Magazine and Publishing Association Ltd. Available online at http://www.bibleed.com/your-share-in-gods-promises.html

	Tennant, Harry (1986). The Christadelphians: what they believe and preach. The Christadelphian, Birmingham (ch.4 and 5)

	


Lesson 10: True repentance begins with baptism

	Overview

	In the dead of night, a solitary figure skulked past the shuttered windows. He must not be discovered. He came to the door of Jesus of Nazareth and was let inside. He looked Jesus in the face and said “Teacher, we know you were sent from God because of the signs you do.” But Jesus knew that the real question was as yet unspoken. “What must I do to be saved?” Jesus answered, “Truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born again”. Nicodemus didn’t get it. “How can I be born again?”. Jesus continued: “Truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of water and the Spirit.” Nicodemus still didn’t get it. Jesus said: “How are you a teacher in Israel (he was a member of the supreme council) and you do not understand these things?” Why should he? Where did the Old Testament ever teach of being born again? EVERYWHERE!

	Moses was “born again” at the burning bush. David was “born again” as he sat in the mid-night lamplight and penned Psalm 51. Ezekiel was “born again” as he walked by the River Kebar. Sometimes this being born again comes in a miraculous flash – like the burning bush of Moses, or the blinding light on Paul’s Damascus road, but at other times it comes as a lifelong surrender to God’s will. Peter spent three years with Jesus, then received the Holy Spirit, then spoke with the Lord again at the sheet visions, and, finally, was corrected by Paul. A life-long rebirth – but he was born again.

	The disciples witnessed the water baptism of Jesus and saw it as fulfilling righteousness (Matt 3:13-). But what of the baptism of the spirit? Was it the dove that alighted on Him at his baptism? Or was it more? He said “I have a baptism to receive, and how distressed I am until it is over!” (Luke 12:50). The baptism of the spirit was a lifetime submission to God’s Spirit. In Jesus’ case, it culminated in his death. Today we have been called to follow (1 Peter 2:21). The believer comes to follow in his steps. Repentance is not just being sorry for past sins, but a complete turning of one’s life around to be led now by the spirit. When the Pentecost crowd heard the message of Peter in Acts 2, they cried, “Brothers and sisters, what shall we do?” And Peter said to them, “Repent, and be baptised every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.”

	Baptism is a commitment to a new life in the spirit. We die with Christ, crucifying our selfish desires (Gal 5:24), we are buried with him in the water, and we rise to a new life in the spirit as Christ rose to a new immortal life. Romans 6 clearly explains, “How can we who died to sin still live in it? Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were buried with him by baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the sinful body might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. For he who has died is freed from sin. But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him.”

	Repentance and baptism is just the start. There follows a life of being led by God’s spirit. “To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace” (Romans 8:6). If we fail to live up to the spirit life John says, “My little children, I am writing this to you so that you may not sin; but if any one does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous” (1 John 2:1). We have forgiveness through the grace of God through Jesus Christ our Lord.

	The Bible Says

	
		John 3:1-20 Nicodemus came to visit Jesus

		Matthew 3:13-17 Jesus was baptised.

		Luke 12:50 Jesus faced the baptism of his death

		1 Peter 2:21 We must follow in his steps

		Acts 2:38 Repentance, baptism, forgiveness

		Acts 8:12 After hearing the gospel message, they were baptized, both men and women.”

		Romans 8:1-17 The life in the spirit.

		Acts 8:38 “Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him.”

		Acts 19:4-5 “John’s baptism was a baptism of repentance. He told the people to believe in the one coming after him, that is, in Jesus.” On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.

		Romans 6:3-4 “All of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death. We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly also be united with him in a resurrection like his.”



	Discussion Points

	
		How did water and the symbol of baptism relate to Noah, Moses and Naaman?

		What do you learn from the incident with the Roman Cornelius?

		How does the symbol relate to their salvation in each case?

		Does a baptism need to be witnessed by others to be true?

		How is baptism a rebirth? Explain Paul’s ideas in Romans 6.

		1 Peter 3:18-22 says baptism is the answer, or pledge, of a good conscience towards God. What did Peter mean by this?

		What about infant christening? Is it valid? Is it scriptural?

		When is the “right time” to be baptised?

		What should be the response of a person after he/ she is baptised?



	Additional sources

	Carr, Reg. (ed) (2010). The Testimony Handbook of Bible Principles.

	Heaster, Duncan (2000). Bible Basics: a study manual revealing the joy and peace of true Christianity (4th ed). Christadelphian Advancement Trust, London (Study 10). Available online at www.carelinks.net

	Heaster, D. (n.d.). Information about Baptism. Available online at http://www.baptizo.info/

	Hyndman, Rob ed. (2008). The Way of Life. Bethel Publications. (pages 63-181).

	Marshall, John (1987). The New Life. The Christadelphian, Birmingham (ch.2 Being Born Again)

	Morgan, T. (2006). Understand the Bible: Work It Out for Yourself. Christadelphian Magazine and Publishing Association Ltd. (ch. 14. What Exactly is Christian Baptism?)

	Tennant, Harry (1986). The Christadelphians: what they believe and preach. The Christadelphian, Birmingham (ch. 21) Why should I not be baptised?

	


Lesson 11: Forming Close Friendships

	Overview

	Soon after God created the first human, He recognises that the being was lonely. God declared in Genesis 2 that ‘it is not good that the human should be alone’ and determined to make a companion for him. To do this, God caused the human to fall into a deep sleep. He then took one of his ribs (some versions say “side”) and used this to create a woman named Eve.

	What a bizarre beginning to the first ever male and female relationship! While our all-powerful God didn’t need to use Adam’s side in this creative process, He did it to demonstrate that humans need to give something up to have true companionship and friendship.

	Contrary to popular opinion, as well as every Hollywood romance you’ve ever seen, there’s no perfect person out there for you or anyone else. Unfortunately, many people go out, to meet and to date, in search of that perfect companion. Some are left disappointed by their inability to find that perfect ‘connection’ or ‘chemistry’. Others think they’ve found it but realise weeks, months, or years later that it is in fact a myth. At this point, they often panic, thinking they may have a relationship problem.

	Many people have problem relationships but very few have relationship problems. This may sound confusing, but rarely is it the relationship that’s the problem. Problems occur because a relationship involves two imperfect people whose imperfections existed while they were still single, before they got together.

	This is important to understand as knowing this helps you realise why God removed Adam’s side (rib) and then recorded it as a lesson for us to learn. To be successful in relationships, instead of looking outwardly for that ‘perfect’ person, look inwardly and consider what you have to give-up, remove or change. Ask yourself what sort of person you need to become, what behaviours or values do you need to give up or change, to attract the sort of person you’d be interested in befriending or dating. The key is not to focus on finding the right person. The key is to put time and effort into becoming the right person.

	The creation of Eve from Adam also affirmed that both men and women are of the same likeness. God declared in Genesis 1 that man and woman were made in His image and this act confirmed that woman was also made in His form. All too often, men and women make superficial judgements about each other’s appearance. It is degrading though to think of one another as anything less than being made in the image of God. As we are all made in His likeness and a part of His creation, we should seek to treat each other as if we were interacting with the Creator Himself. This also means that we should expect and intend for our relationships to be lasting just as we expect and intend our relationship with God to last. While our imperfections and life circumstances will mean that some relationships have to end, our endeavour should always be to attract those and seek after relationships with those we can maintain for life.

	The Bible Says

	
		Proverbs 4:23 It is important to look inwardly and watch over our own hearts as it dictates the direction of our life (see also Psalm 119:9)

		Proverbs 13:20 The friends and company we choose impact us personally (see also 1 Corinthians 15:33)

		Romans 15:5-6 The coming together of two people should stem from having a common fellowship/relationship with God

		1 Corinthians 13:4-5 If the perfect person myth were true there would be no need for us to be instructed to love patiently, kindly and without envy, arrogance, rudeness, selfishness, and evil thoughts.

		2 Corinthians 6:14 To determine whether a friendship or relationship is unequally yoked, it is important we understand our own behaviour and values so that we might know the type of people we will attract.

		Ephesians 2:10 We are God’s workmanship and a masterpiece made in His likeness. We should bear this in mind in the way we interact with each other.

		Ephesians 4:26 Demonstrate respect to those you have a relationship with by being honest and quick to address an issue when they arise.

		1 Thessalonians 4:3-7 Those that know God use their bodies honourably and with holiness (see also 1 Corinthians 6:13 and Ephesians 5:3)



	Discussion Points

	
		What are some actions you could take to guard your heart?

		Why do you think our partners or friends have such an impact on the direction of our life?

		How should our relationship with God impact on the partner and/or friends we choose?

		Do you think that love between two people just happens or is something that needs to be fostered and worked on?

		How might your behaviour or the values you show affect the type of people who seek your companionship or friendship?

		Are you the type of person you’re looking for? You might need to take a moment to get your head around this question but think back to what was mentioned earlier about becoming the right person rather than finding the right person.

		What does it mean to be made in the image of God?

		How should we perceive or treat one another if we are to view everyone as a masterpiece and a part of the workmanship of God?

		How should we treat and perceive our own bodies if we are to also view ourselves as a masterpiece and a part of the workmanship of God?



	Additional sources

	Bell, Rob (2007). Sex God: exploring the endless connections between sexuality and spirituality. Zondervan, Grand Rapids, Michigan - This book explores the way in which God made us for relationships. **

	Marshall, John (1987). The New Life. The Christadelphian, Birmingham (ch.11)

	Stanley, A. (2011, May). The New Rules for Love, Sex & Dating. Available online at http://northpoint.org/messages/the-new-rules-for-love-sex-and-dating A four-part podcast series on how to become the type of person who will experience successful Christian relationships. **

	Sydney Christadelphians. (2015). What the Bible says about relationships. Available online at http://www.bridgetothebible.com/What%20does%20Bible%20say/02%20Relationships.htm A web resource put together by the Shaftesbury Road ecclesia for those wanting to find out what the Bible says about a number of everyday issues. This article is on relationships.

	Sydney Christadelphians. (2015). What the Bible says about friends. Available online at http://www.bridgetothebible.com/What%20does%20Bible%20say/10%20Friends.htm A web resource put together by the Shaftesbury Road ecclesia for those wanting to find out what the Bible says about a number of everyday issues. This article is on friends.

	Vesterfelt, A. (2015). Five things you need to know before you get married. Available online athttp://storylineblog.com/5-Things-You-Need-to-Know-Before-You-Get-Married.pdfA personal reflection that includes advice and thoughts relevant even to a new dating relationship. **

	


Lesson 12: Choosing Godly Recreation

	Overview

	The Bible makes it clear that God wants us to enjoy our lives. In Ecclesiastes chapter 3, the writer indicates that there’s nothing better than for a person to be happy and do good in their life. Furthermore, to enjoy food and drink, as well as the outcome of one’s work, is described as the gift of God. God also made a number of feasts and festivals central to the law that He gave to the Israelites (see Leviticus 23).

	Recreation is important to our own happiness as well as our physical and mental health. When you hear or read the word ‘recreation’ it’s likely you think of an activity you do for your own enjoyment. It’s interesting though to know that recreation means to re-create or renew. It’s about more than just doing things for your own amusement. Recreational activities should by definition leave you feeling rested and rejuvenated.

	This is the very model that God introduced at the beginning of time. In Genesis 2, after the creation of the world, God rests. This was a purposeful rest. Our untiring God did not need to stop. He looked at creation and was content to cease His creative work as He saw that it was very good. It was now time to enjoy, sustain, and renew this very good creation.

	In Exodus 20 and Deuteronomy 5, as the nation of Israel is on its way to be established in the promised Land, God introduces the Sabbath law to ensure His people rested in the same way. In Mark 2, Jesus indicates that Jewish leaders had got their rest all wrong. Rather than taking the time to do good and consider the goodness of God and His creation, they’d turned the Sabbath into a religious burden. It had become a day in which one was expected to ‘perfectly’ rest so that they might promote their own worth before God. So consumed by creating and following man made laws about how one should rest, they missed this ordained opportunity to enjoy, sustain, and renew their relationship with their Creator and all that is good in His creation.

	While the New Testament makes clear that we are not expected to keep the Sabbath commandment, we are expected to learn from this concept that God modelled on Himself. In our times of rest and recreation, we are to participate in activities which will allow us to enjoy, sustain, and renew our relationship with God and Jesus. We are to take the time to consider and contribute to all that is good in God's creation.

	You might be thinking that this all sounds too idealistic. Remember though, your life is not your own. Your body is a temple for the power and presence of God (1 Corinthians 6:19). Whether it’s the music you listen to, the games you play, or the movies you watch, high standards are expected.

	There’s no complete list of do’s and don’ts though. God has simply provided key guidelines. In 1 Corinthians 10, Paul writes that while all things are lawful, all things are not helpful or edifying. Paul gives another guideline in Colossians 3 in which he writes that whatever is done, whether in word or deed, should be done in the name of Jesus and in thanks to God. This is because God wants us to choose Him in our times of rest. He wants us to think about how we can enjoy, sustain or renew our relationship with Him, rather than blindly following a set of rules on how to rest.

	The Bible Says

	
		Mark 3:24 It is impossible to maintain inconsistent standards or interests. Ultimately, we need to decide who it is we’re living for.

		Philippians 4:8 Don’t hold back in searching for activities that are pure and of virtue.

		Luke 21:34 If the way we spend our time now does not reflect the way we wish to spend our time for eternity in God’s Kingdom, we might find ourselves caught up in living a lie.

		Romans 12:2 Look for how God wishes to work in your life whether it be in the big moments or the times of rest.

		James 1:22 Practise what you preach. Don’t just talk the talk, walk the walk.

		Ephesians 5:1-21 Live a life in love, light, and wisdom (see also 1 Thessalonians 5:5).

		1 Timothy 5:13 Avoid becoming apathetic and/or bored as it’ll make it all the easier to engage in unwholesome activities (see also 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13)



	Discussion Points

	
		When considering whether to engage in activity, a good question to ask is what would Jesus do (WWJD). An even better question to ask is what is Jesus doing in me now. How can God or Jesus do something significant in our times of rest and rejuvenation?

		Why do you think God decided not to set rules as to how we should spend our times of rest and rejuvenation?

		Why do you think it is so important to work towards developing an interest in those things we hope by God’s grace to enjoy in His Kingdom?

		Jesus is often recorded to have taken time out (e.g. Mark 1:35, Luke 5:16, Luke 6:12, John 17). How proactive are you in making or scheduling time to meditate or pray?

		Why do you think movies, games, and music that involve things you would never do or say could end up causing you to act and speak in a way you never planned to?

		What types of movies, games, and music could be beneficial to our walk towards God’s Kingdom?

		List some ways in which you can relax and meditate, without electronic intrusions.

		Why do you think God wants us to avoid becoming bored or lazy?



	Additional sources

	Got Questions. (2018). What does the Bible say about fun and entertainment? Available online at https://www.gotquestions.org/Bible-fun-entertainment.html**

	Got Questions. (2018). Why did God rest on the seventh day of creation (Genesis 2:2)? Available online at https://gotquestions.org/God-rest-seventh-day.html**

	Heaster, Duncan (2000). Bible Basics: a study manual revealing the joy and peace of true Christianity (4th ed). Christadelphian Advancement Trust, London (Study 11). Available online at www.carelinks.net

	Hyndman, Rob ed. (2008). The Way of Life. Bethel Publications. (pages 297-306, ch.64, 27)

	Marshall, John (1987). The New Life. The Christadelphian, Birmingham (ch.14, 15.)

	Sydney Christadelphians. (2015). What the Bible says about how we spend our leisure time. Available online at http://www.bridgetothebible.com/What%20does%20Bible%20say/12%20Leisure%20Time.htm A web resource put together by the Shaftesbury Road ecclesia for those wanting to find out what the Bible says about a number of everyday issues. This article is on leisure time.

	


Lesson 13: Israel, the People of God

	Overview

	The history of the Israelite people can be traced from Genesis 12 onwards through the Old Testament. Over several hundred years from early in the second millennium BC, these people would be known as Hebrews and later as Israelites and became a united kingdom of tribes. Although the term “Hebrew” literally means a “descendant” of Eber (Gen.11:10-26), the term is usually linked to ancestry back to Abraham. Even in Jesus’ time the Jews were proud of their proven ancestry back to their father Abraham. Abraham, Isaac and Jacob became the patriarchs, highly revered for centuries. In fact, Jacob underwent a name change to “Israel” to indicate a development in the relationship of God with His People. They were a distinctive people in that God was their king and sometimes protector, provided they demonstrated their allegiance to Him, as outlined in the covenants in Genesis.

	YHWH, the God of Israel, was described as a jealous God, allowing no other gods to have pre-eminence in His people’s lives. The nation of Israel continued throughout the period of the judges and then the kingdom to struggle with the concept of one God, to the exclusion of all others. God’s intention was that they would be a distinctive people devoted to Him, a concept unknown in the ancient near east. There were many occasions documented in the Old Testament when the Israelites suffered because they lost focus on God as their true king. Eventually the nation of Israel split (into ‘Israel’ the northern kingdom, and Judah the southern kingdom and then ceased to exist after invasions from mighty northern empires such as the Babylonians and Assyrians. Some people of Judah (now called the ‘Jews’) eventually returned but they were not independent.

	In the time of Jesus, the province of Judea aggressively pursued their monotheism until they were destroyed by their Roman overlords. The nation ceased to exist after the fall of Jerusalem in AD70 and the Bar Kochba uprising in the early second century.

	The New Testament writers, particularly Paul, taught that a true “Israelite” is one who has an individual spiritual relationship with God focussed on Jesus Christ, rather than the laws and traditions of ancient Israel, of the kings and Moses.

	The nation of Israel was re-established in 1948 centred on Jerusalem. Although some citizens recognise the existence of God, many do not in this modern state. Christians need to be careful to separate their interest in Israel as portrayed in the Bible and the modern nation today in its relationships with neighbouring countries.

	The Bible Says

	
		Genesis 17:7 A statement of the relationship of God and His people.

		Deuteronomy 7: 7-11 The relationship between God and His people was clearly established in the time of Moses – God is loving and faithful. In return He expects diligence and obedience.

		Deuteronomy 26:17-19 God has promised protection if they keep His commandments.

		1 Samuel 8:1-22 The people wanted a king like the surrounding nations. The king was a visible symbol at the head of nations. This was seen as a rejection of God as king (vv.4-9). Samuel listed in vv.10-22 the new expectations of a king and the difficulties the people would face as a result.

		1 Kings 9:6-8 The threat of separation from God was real if they abandoned Him to follow other gods.

		Isaiah 43: 9-11 Israel acted as a witness to the wonder of God.

		Amos 3 The prophet reminds Israel of their failings as witnesses to the wonder of God in v.2. The remainder of the chapter is poetic detail.

		Matthew 3:9 Jesus and John the Baptist were adamant that lineage was not an indicator of true connection to God.

		Romans 9:4-5 and 10:1-4 Paul summarises the special relationship Israel had with God. The remainder of the chapter (vv.6-32) explains their failings and short-sightedness in turning from God and rejecting the Messiah.

		Galatians 3:29 The connection to Abraham is not through literal descent but spiritual.



	Discussion Points

	
		What does “Hebrew” mean and how does it link to the term “Jew”?

		At what point of history do you think Israel became a recognisable people?

		The journey to Egypt in the time of Joseph was a turning point in the distinction of “Israel”. Why?

		What defined Israel as a people at the end of Genesis and early in Exodus?

		“Let my people go” became a cry at the time of the exodus. How could Israel be described at the end of their time in Egypt?

		Moses and Joshua codified and instituted local laws, overlaid with God’s distinctive moral code, so that Israel could be identified as God’s people. What features of those laws identified them as God’s people, distinct from local nations? Suggestion: start from the ten commandments in Exod.20.

		Israel as the people of God – is this preferential treatment by God? What was expected of them in return?

		The move towards kingship was fraught with danger. What were the warnings about kingship? Have a look at 1 Sam.8: 10-22.

		Some of the kings established YHWH emphatically as the one and only God, yet others relaxed this requirement to allow the worship of local gods. Why did this become problematic? Start with 1 Kings 11:3-5

		The people of God in Judea, after the fall of Jerusalem in AD70 and the rebellion of AD135, were dispersed ultimately throughout the world. They ensured that they remained the people of God with a distinctive history, lifestyle and written record. Why do you think they have survived until today?

		Israel as a people today survives as a witness to God Himself yet they do not recognise His role in their history. Can they still be the people of God if they don’t recognise Him?

		What dangers can you see with Christians supporting the modern nation state of Israel?



	Additional sources

	Bard, M. (n.d.). Jewish Claim to The Land of Israel. Available online at https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jewish-claim-to-the-land-of-israel The Virtual Jewish Library has summaries of history and culture, as well as political statements which should be read with care. **

	Hanukoglu, I. (n.d.). A Brief History of Israel and the Jewish People. Available online at https://www.science.co.il/israel-history/ This is the site of the Israel Science and Technology Directory which does not have a spiritual basis. However, it does have a neat summary of Israel’s history. **

	Heaster, Duncan (2000). Bible Basics: a study manual revealing the joy and peace of true Christianity (4th ed). Christadelphian Advancement Trust, London (Study 5). Available online at www.carelinks.net

	Hyndman, Rob ed. (2008). The Way of Life. Bethel Publications. (pages 186-196).

	Pearce, D. M. (n.d.). Israel: God’s People – God’s Land. Available online from https://www.bibleed.com/israel.html a Christadelphian pamphlet with an overview of the role of Israel through history into the future.

	Treybig, D. (n.d.). Why Did God Choose Israel? Available online at https://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/12-tribes-of-israel/why-did-god-choose-israel/ A succinct summary of God’s selection of Israel as His people. **

	


Lesson 14: Military service and the Value of Life

	Overview

	This is perhaps one of the most distinguishing beliefs of our religion. Very few Christian Churches refuse to go to war. It is our only defining doctrine based on love. We are to love everyone – even our enemies. The greatest cause any Christian can fight for is Jesus. We are to love Jesus even more that we love family Matt 10 “He who loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and he who loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me”. Should we fight for him? No - he tells you not to! When one of Jesus disciples tried to defend Jesus with a sword, Jesus said to him, “Put your sword back into its place; for all who take the sword will perish by the sword” Matthew 26:52. Jesus said that his kingdom was not of this world, so there is nothing here to fight for (John 18:36).

	Wars are almost always fought over national pride and/or money and land possession. We are taught by our national leaders to hate our enemies. But Jesus gave clear instructions to his followers to love their enemies. How can you love someone through the barrel of a gun? The clearest of Jesus teachings is that we must love everyone – even those who hate us (Matthew 5: 38-44 “…but I say unto you, do not resist one who is evil, but if anyone strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him the other…. love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you…”).

	What of the Old Testament? Didn’t Moses, Joshua, Samuel, David, Jael and all the great people of the OT kill with God’s approval? Yes, they did – because they were not under the Law of Grace in Jesus. God was developing a nation, and fighting was for their self-preservation. But in the life we live in Jesus, we are to love our enemies. God will bring judgement – it’s not up to us.

	When soldiers came to John the Baptist, they asked him, “And we, what shall we do?” He said to them, “Rob no one by violence or by false accusation, and be content with your wages.” Luke 3:14. They were still living under the Old Covenant – the new covenant of Grace and Love had not yet come. The Christian has a war to wage – but it is not a physical one. He/she is asked to battle sin and deception in their own lives and around them, with heavenly weapons. Armour of Truth, breastplate of righteousness, feet covered in the gospel of peace, a shield of faith, helmet of salvation and a sword of the spirit. We are told to accept suffering, even if it is unjust – for the reward which is promised us in the future.

	But what of Cornelius, a converted Roman soldier? Acts 10 tells us that he was visited by God and was told to seek out Peter for the message of salvation. Peter went to him, and Cornelius and all those gathered around received the Holy Spirit. We are not told that Cornelius was asked to leave the army. Some argue that this means that it’s OK to be a soldier. However – in verse 48 we are told that Peter stayed with Cornelius for “several days”’. We do know they talked about the salvation in Jesus. But what Cornelius was asked to do, we just don’t know.

	We should base our morality, not on an unknown conversation, but on the clearly known instructions of Jesus – to love all and do harm to no one.

	Pacifism dominated Christianity during the Church’s first 300 years. The Christians were persecuted, burned at the stake, thrown to wild animals but never fought back. Hebrews 11 says “Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, that they might rise again to a better life. Others suffered mocking and scourging, and even chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were killed with the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, ill-treated— of whom the world was not worthy—wandering over deserts and mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth.

	Here are some examples of early Christian belief.

	
		Justin Martyr (100-165 CE) wrote: “We refrain from making war on our enemies, and [we] cannot bear to see a man killed, even if killed justly.”

		Clement of Alexandria [217 A.D.]: “He who holds the sword must cast it away and that if one of the faithful becomes a soldier, he must be rejected by the Church, for he has scorned God.”

		Tertullian [early third century C.E.]: “For even if soldiers came to John and received advice on how to act, and even if a centurion became a believer, the Lord, in subsequently disarming Peter, disarmed every soldier” He is referring to the incident where Peter attempted to defend Jesus who stopped him, telling Peter that he who lives by the sword will die by the sword.



	Early Christians followed the Sermon on the Mount. Jesus said: “…. But I say to you, do not resist an evil person; but whoever slaps you on your right cheek, turn the other to him also” (Matthew 5:38-39). They believed that this was taught by Jesus for his followers. Peter said: “For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps” (I Peter 2:21). It is our obligation, as believers to follow the example of Jesus who turned the other cheek, and did not return evil for evil. Early Christians saw the death of Christ (an innocent victim in the face of injustice) as a pattern for all Christians to follow and believe that war is inconsistent with the ethic of love.

	The Bible Says

	
		Matthew 26:51-54 Jesus tells Peter that using a sword only leads to the (eternal) death of the user.

		Ephesians 6:11-17 Describes the weapons of our warfare. This is our only warfare.

		2 Corinthians 10:4-6 The weapons we use in our warfare are mightier than mortal weapons.

		1 Peter 2: 19-25 We are told to suffer all things – and follow Jesus into submission like a meek lamb. Never fight back.

		John 18:36 Jesus’ Kingship is not of this world.

		Acts 10 The conversion of Cornelius, the Roman soldier.

		Exodus 20:13 You shall not kill.

		Matthew 5:38-44 Love your enemies.

		Hebrews 11:35-38 The followers of God were tortured and killed, but never fought back.

		Matthew 10:33 – 35 The Christian life does not bring peace – but suffering at the hands of others.



	Discussion Points

	
		What is conscientious objection? What happened to conscientious objectors in Germany during World War Two?

		Your friends may say: “What if everyone thought like you – we’d be overrun by our enemies.” How would you respond?

		Christians are expected to obey the laws of the land. What should a Christian do if their nation enforces conscription (forced entry into the army)? This happened in the USA and Australia during the Vietnam war.

		Is it acceptable for a Christian to join non-combatant sections of the armed forces (doctors, ambulance drivers, firemen etc.)? Do all armed forces personnel (even non-combatants) have to swear that they will defend their country?

		Imagine that you are brought before a magistrate because you refuse to join the armed forces. The magistrate says Catholics, Anglicans, Baptists and Uniting Church people all join – why shouldn’t you? Give three arguments you could present.

		During the Second World War, Catholics in the UK and Ireland fought Catholics in Italy. Both prayed to the same God, through the same Pope and same saints, for victory on opposite sides. Discuss the logic or lack of in this scenario.

		What did Jesus mean when he said in Matthew 10:34 “Do not think that I have come to bring peace on earth; I have not come to bring peace, but a sword”?



	Additional sources

	Association of Australian Christadelphian Ecclesias Inc. (2006). Conscience in action : Christadelphians in Australia. Association of Australian Christadelphians Ecclesias, Centro Bankstown, N.S.W. Australian experience of conscientious objection during wartime.

	Ellsworth-Jones, W. (2013). We will not fight - the untold story of WW1s conscientious objectors. Aurum Press. **

	Hyndman, Rob ed. (2008). The Way of Life. Bethel Publications. (page.119)

	Shoebridge, T. (2016). Conscientious objection and dissent | NZHistory, New Zealand history online [Web log post]. Available online at https://nzhistory.govt.nz/war/first-world-war/conscientious-objection This is the harrowing story of torture inflicted on New Zealander conscientious objectors in WW1. **

	


Lesson 15: Principles of Marriage (1): Marriage Partners

	Overview

	God understood from the time of the Garden of Eden that it was “not good that the man should be alone”, and His solution for this aloneness was a partner for Adam. From Adam’s side (some translations say rib) God created a woman. This was not done to present a hierarchy between male and female, rather the use of part of Adam’s body to create a partner is to emphasise the interdependence a man and a woman can have through an intimate relationship. While the word marriage is not used in Genesis chapter 2, it is clear that Adam and Eve are the first recorded married couple in the Bible.

	Some key principles of marriage are outlined in their story:

	
		marriage is the creation of a new family – the couple are to leave their parents and become one partnership;

		marriage is the bond between companions who help each other;

		the couple’s relationship should be so strong, it feels as if they were created from each other; and

		marriage is a blessing from God.



	A marriage partner is someone you love and want to work with in the service of our God. The goal of a marriage is to form a complementary team. It involves commitment and a promise to each other.

	An example of the marriage partnership is given to us in the story of Abraham and Sarah. When they were visited by angels (Genesis 18:1-8), they worked in unison to provide hospitality to their guests. Abraham washed their feet, ran to get food and choose a calf for a meal together. Sarah prepared the food and together they made their guests welcome and comfortable. Neither Abraham or Sarah needed to give lengthy instructions, neither appeared dominant in their role as a host, neither would have chosen to entertain guests by themselves if the other was present. They had probably done this sort of thing numerous times. They knew each other’s strengths and knew that together they were much more than they were as individuals. They knew each other’s expectations and values intimately. But we also know that neither Abraham nor Sarah were perfect.

	Choosing a marriage partner is one of our biggest life decisions. Similar to all life decisions, prayer and meditation help in our decisions. In a marriage partner we are not looking for some “perfect” person. We are looking for a person who will love and work with both our strengths and weaknesses.

	The Bible often represents Jesus as a bridegroom and his church (us) as the bride. This concept picks up themes from the Garden of Eden where the first human relationship described is that of marriage. A relationship of mutual understanding, of becoming “one”, of working and thinking together, of loving each other. We should also consider example of Abraham and Sarah to help understand the relationship between Jesus and his bride.

	The Bible Says

	
		2 Corinthians 6:14 Being equally “yoked” uses the image of a bullock team joined together and refers to being suitable to each other, being able to contribute equally to the relationship.

		Ephesians 5:22-33 Paul discusses how a husband and wife should love and help each other.

		1 Peter 3:1-7 Peter writes about a wife needing to help her husband and a husband honouring his wife.

		Ecclesiastes 4:12 describes a cord of three strands which is not easily broken. This partnership can refer to a marriage partnership where God is included as the third cord.

		Proverbs 18:22 Marriage is a blessing from God.

		John 2:1-11 Jesus was happy to attend a marriage feast and chose this as the place for his first miracle.



	Discussion Points

	
		In terms of Genesis 2:24, what does it mean for a man to leave his father and mother?

		What other things might a spouse need to leave in order to be fully committed to one flesh?

		What does becoming “one flesh” mean? 1 Cor 6:16

		Identify other married couples in the Bible and try to determine a couple of strengths and weaknesses of their relationships.

		Consider a functional marriage relationship you have seen, what are the key aspects of that relationship that work well?

		What challenges can a married couple face? How may the couple recognise and avoid or fix these issues?

		Does God’s plan allow for a de facto relationship? What defines being “married”?

		Consider Solomon in 1 Kings 11:1-6. His wives turned his loyalty from God. Marriage partners will strongly influence each other, even more than a peer group can influence a person. Discuss ways in which a couple can influence each other for good (e.g. Christ and the church; the parents of Sampson) or for evil (e.g. King Ahab and Jezebel).



	Additional sources

	The Tidings magazine in 2012 (available online) had a series of articles over 13 editions on “marriage proverbs”. Many of these are relevant to marriage partners but also provide scriptural and behaviour advice on marriage and positive and happy relationships.

	Dawn Christadelphians. (n.d.). Marriage Available online at http://www.bible-uk.com/marriage.htm

	Mehl, R. (2018). Choosing a Life Partner - FamilyLife (Adapted from Just in Case I Can’t be There © 1999 by Ron Mehl). Advice on many aspects of a Christian family life, including choice of marriage partner. Available online at https://www.familylife.com/articles/topics/marriage/getting-married/choosing-a-spouse/choosing-a-life-partner**

	South East Queensland Christadelphians. (n.d.). Marriage. Available online at https://www.bibleed.com/marriage.html

	Twelves, H. A. (1955). Christian marriage. The Christadelphian Magazine & Publishing Association. Available online at http://www.leicester-christadelphians.org.uk/Glenhills/PDF/Christian%20Marriage.pdf Some of this pamphlet is reflective of the time in which it was written, but the messages around the principles, love and devotion between marriage partners is timeless.

	


Lesson 16: Idols in our Modern World

	Overview

	You probably don’t have a carved stone statue in your house, and maybe you’ve never travelled to Asia and purchased a totem or some other representation of a Buddha or a spirit. So why would a conversation about idolatry be of any importance to you in this modern age? Idolatry as a concept has lost a lot of its force in our modern world.

	The dictionary definition is (1) the worship of idols and (2) extreme admiration, love, or reverence for something or someone. It is often linked to icon worship and fetishism (worship of trees, rivers, hills, stones, etc.) and nature worship which is the worship of the sun, moon, and stars, as the supposed powers of nature. There is also hero worship, the worship of deceased ancestors, or of heroes.

	The most common sin in all of Scripture that we’re told to avoid, reject, and move away from is idolatry. Clearly the Biblical concept of an idol is anything or anyone which replaces God as the centre of their affection or worship. Often people don’t realise that their adoration of something or someone can be idolatry.

	God was very forceful in commanding Israel to avoid idols since the nearby nations placed their whole trust on idols and developed elaborate rituals of worship around idolatry. The prophets regarded idolatry as the pre-eminent sin committed by the nation of Israel. They spoke and wrote strongly to the people to turn back to God who cannot be chiselled in stone but rather should be inscribed on the people’s hearts.

	In the New Testament the term idolatry is used to designate covetousness by Paul. In fact, this comes close to our modern understanding of idolatry being anything replacing our affections for God.

	Some churches and other places of worship have images of God / gods / saints which assist in worshippers’ devotions. We need to be careful not to replace the great unseen God with an inferior replica. An idol in Christianity is not necessarily a physical image, but anything that you revere, treasure, hold as holy except God. So, for instance, money can be an idol. So can a nation. Or even a rock star, or a celebrity politician, model, or television personality. God alone is to be the centre of our devotion.

	The Bible Says

	
		Exodus 20:4 God clearly states a principle of avoiding making an idol or an image of anything He has created.

		Isaiah 42:8 Isaiah says that God alone should be the focus of our attention.

		Jeremiah 32:32-35 Idolatry is described as the rejection of God by leaders and the people

		Romans 1:21-25 Paul describes the origin of idolatry when people forsook God, and sank into ignorance and moral corruption.

		1 Thessalonians 1:9-10 The Bible describes our new life, our new birth in Christ, as turning from idols to serve the living and true God.

		1 John 5:21 John saw idolatry as trying to work its way into believers’ lives and distract them from worshipping and obeying God.

		Matthew 6:24 ; Luke 16:13 In the New Testament the term idolatry is used to designate covetousness and greed, as Jesus makes clear in these statements.

		Colossians 3:5 ; Ephesians 5:5 Paul makes a similar identification.



	Discussion Points

	
		Why do the ten commandments focus on the nature of worship and the avoidance of idols? Which commandments do you think can be seen as prohibitions on idolatry?

		Theologically the reason given for prohibiting idols is that God is unique and unrepresentable. Would you agree?

		Why did Israel slide into idolatry so often during the period of the kings?

		Why would immorality often accompany idolatry?

		What idolatry did Jesus see in his day in Judea?

		What does Paul mean when he links idolatry to other sins in Colossians?

		Why would Paul say that covetousness is idolatry?

		How does this apply in our modern affluent western world?

		We often talk about movie stars and musicians/ singers as people’s idols. How are these people idolised and why? What are the dangers of such idol worship?

		Think carefully and honestly about things in our lives right now that could be seen as idols. What are they? What are the dangers?

		Where does God fit into the modern picture of a world full of idols and people who don't seem to know Him or care about Him?

		Some Christian churches have artwork and images. Muslim mosques, Jewish synagogues and most Protestant churches, such as ours, do not. Do you think such representations in churches can be idolatry? What are the dangers?

		Some people may fear idolatry but not the true believer. Why not?



	Additional sources

	Brooks, C. (n.d.). Idol Worship. Available online at http://www.inplainsite.org/html/idol_worship.html A well-worded study on idolatry in the Bible. It uses the KJV. **

	Freeman, T. (n.d.). What's So Terrible About Idolatry? Available online at http://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/3201/jewish/Whats-So-Terrible-About-Idolatry . This is a Jewish site which explains the Jewish attitude towards idolatry. **

	Mattera, J. G. (2014, December 18). 5 Signs There's Idolatry in Your Church. Available online at http://www.charismanews.com/opinion/the-pulse/46496-5-signs-there-s-idolatry-in-your-church . This is a modern American evangelical consideration of idolatry in the modern world. **

	Wegman, H. (2015, May 27). Modern Day Idolatry: Putting Anything Before God. Available online at http://www.christianpost.com/news/modern-day-idolatry-putting-anything-before-god-139630. A sensible article on modern idolatry in our world. **

	What Does the Bible Say About Idol Worship? (n.d.). Available online at https://www.openbible.info/topics/idol_worship A useful comprehensive list of Biblical quotations on idol worship. **

	


Lesson 17: Old Testament personalities – justice, mercy and truth

	Overview

	Micah says: “What does the Lord require of you? To act justly, to love mercy and to walk humbly before your God.” (6:18) Many personalities in the Old Testament followed this requirement stated by Micah during the time of the prophets. Justice, mercy and humility are three significant characteristics of the follower of God.

	
		Justice: administration of fairness; protection of rights and punishment of wrongs.

		Mercy: compassion or forgiveness shown towards someone whom it is within one's power to punish or harm.

		Humility: Modest or low view of your own importance.



	In the chart below there are some suggestions of important Old Testament personalities with columns for you to jot down how these three godly ideals worked in practice.




	

Character


				References


				Justice


				Mercy


				Humility


		

		
				Noah


				Genesis 6-9

Hebrews 11:7

1 Peter 3:7


				 


				 


				 


		

		
				Abraham


				Genesis 12:3 and 17:3-6

Acts 7:4-5

Heb.11:8-19


				 


				 


				 


		

		
				Joseph


				Genesis 37 -42

Psalm 105:17-22


				 


				 


				 


		

		
				Moses


				Exodus 4:10 and 32:11

Exodus 18:13, 20

Num.12:10-12


				 


				 


				 


		

		
				Deborah


				Judges 4, 5

Psalm 68:18

Ephesians 4:8


				 


				 


				 


		

		
				David


				1 Samuel 16, 20 and 30

Psalms 69-72


				 


				 


				 


		

		
				Elijah


				1 Kings 17:7- 16; 18:25-29 and 1 Kings 19:9-21

2 Chron. 21:12-15


				 


				 


				 


		

	


	The Bible Says

	
		Hosea 12:6 But you must return to your God; maintain love and justice, and wait for your God always.

		Proverbs 24:25 Whoever says to the guilty, “You are innocent,” will be cursed by peoples and denounced by nations. But it will go well with those who convict the guilty, and rich blessing will come on them.

		Psalms 103:8 The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love.

		Hebrews 4:16 Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.

		Proverbs 22:4 Humility is the fear of the Lord; its wages are riches and honour and life.

		Philippians 2:3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves.

		Romans 12:16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position. Do not be conceited.

		Colossians 3:12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.



	Discussion Points

	Select two Old Testament personalities whom you find interesting and answer the following questions about each one:

	
		What is the first record of his/her appearance in the Old Testament (birth, calling, significant action)?

		What actions did he/she do for the Lord?

		Why was he/she asked / told to do this or was it his/her choice?

		How did he/ she carry out the task and was God pleased?

		Does the writer of the account make any comment about his/her ability / response / faithfulness etc?

		Is he/she mentioned anywhere in the New Testament? If so, what was mentioned about his/her relationship to God / achievements?

		Justice / mercy / humility – are any of these noticeable in your character and if, so, how?

		What can the modern Christian learn about our relationship to God from this character’s approach to serving the Lord and the people of Israel??

		Write an interview with this character and read it to the rest of the class. What features of the personality do you want to explore and reveal?

		When the Lord looks at our hearts, what specific qualities do you think He values most? Why?



	Additional sources

	Collyer, W. I. (1959). Principles and Proverbs. [Articles originally published in "The Christadelphian."]. The Christadelphian, Birmingham (chap 12 Mercy and Kindness).

	Tennant, Harry (1966). Moses my servant. The Christadelphian, Birmingham

	Whittaker, H. A. (1980). Joseph: the saviour. The Christadelphian, Birmingham

	Whittaker, H. A. (1984). Samuel, Saul and David. Biblia Books

	 


Lesson 18: God Rules

	Overview

	There are three key principles which we must consider. These are:

	
		God rules in the kingdoms of men.

		God has His own political manifesto for us.

		We should follow the personal example and teaching of Jesus.



	The Bible tells us that God, the Creator of this earth, has had one specific purpose in mind for it from the beginning of time. The Bible tells us quite clearly as to what that purpose is. The time is coming when God's laws will be enforced throughout the whole earth. The Word of God contains this divine political manifesto for the earth's future. It is a manifesto full of promises which God Himself will deliver, and towards which He is constantly at work in our world.

	How did Jesus act and speak when faced with the political issues of his day? What were his responses and what did he expect of his disciples as they followed him? Perhaps most important of all, what does Jesus expect of us today? Luke 20 contains one particularly important incident of this kind. The enemies of Jesus were keen to draw him into declaring his political allegiance. Was it right or wrong for a Jew to pay taxes to Rome? Here was the perfect opportunity for Jesus to show his solidarity with his people, downtrodden as they were by the cruel power of Rome and the rapacity of their greedy tax-gatherers. Yet the answer of Jesus rose right above the political issues, avoided the minefield of controversy, and placed the answer firmly back on the individual conscience: "Then render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's." (Luke 20:25)

	If we are really committed to God, then it is impossible for us to balance an interest in this world with our discipleship. God wants whole hearted believers whose political interests lie solely in the coming Kingdom of God for "No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other." (Matthew 6:24)

	The Christian's allegiance is to Jesus Christ as God's appointed king. "Our citizenship", for the time being, is in heaven, where Jesus is. We know he will return to this earth to fulfil all God's promises which are centred in him. These promises, given first to the fathers of the Jewish race like Abraham and David, explain that God intends to centre His worldwide Kingdom in Jerusalem, with His laws improving the lot of the world's population. He sent Jesus to prepare for this time by overcoming sin and death, and promising life and immortality to all who follow him. The political powers of the earth, as the Bible tells us so clearly, are helpless to improve the earth and to bring about the glorious transformation which God has sworn to make.

	In the meantime, the true Christian belongs wholly to Christ, not half-heartedly to this passing world. If he or she is wise, they will give their allegiance to no-one else. Only one man who has ever lived is worthy of such confidence and trust: only Jesus Christ is capable of always doing the right thing and of consistently making the best decisions on our behalf.

	It makes sense that we cannot faithfully serve two masters. So, let us make our choice between Christ and the leaders of this world. And if we really want results on which we can depend - peace of mind now, and eternal happiness to come - let us choose Christ as our representative and cast our vote for him, and him alone.

	The Bible Says

	
		Daniel 4:17 God rules in the kingdoms of men

		John 18:36 and 19:10 Jesus to Pilate on true kingship

		Romans 13:1-7 exception to obeying the government–when God’s law contradicts the governments

		Acts 5:29 Peter says bluntly that we should obey God rather than men.

		1 Peter 2:17 “Honour all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honour the King.”

		Hebrews 12:28, 29 God’s kingdom cannot be destroyed



	Discussion Points

	
		Why should we be followers of Jesus and not the leaders of this world?

		Jesus said it would be impossible to serve two masters. What did he mean by this?

		Can you think of examples from history where we would have not allowed events to go the way they did, and therefore perhaps voted against God’s will?

		Is it possible to be totally loyal to God if governments legislate new laws which are against His instructions in the Bible?

		Are there any sections of government that would be suitable for the Christian? Note the difference between working for government agencies and decision-making.

		Jury duty seems to be a good service for a Christian. What pitfalls are there for the Christian in agreeing to this civic duty?

		Consistency is a central argument for the Christian who chooses God over the state. What are the main arguments in favour of separateness from any involvement at any level in the processes of elections?

		Try constructing a manifesto for a Christian candidate for parliament. Then analyse its likely effectiveness in our modern world. What compromises would you have to make to be elected? Would you be happy doing this as a dedicated follower of Jesus?

		Hebrews 11:8-13 seems to imply that Abraham did not see himself as a ‘citizen’ of Canaan. Why then, did Paul, claim to be a citizen of Rome Acts 22:25-29, 23:27?

		If we do not consider ourselves as ‘Australian citizens’, should we use Medicare and claim government pensions?



	Additional sources

	Association of Australian Christadelphian Ecclesias Inc. (2006). Conscience in action : Christadelphians in Australia. Association of Australian Christadelphians Ecclesias, Centro Bankstown, N.S.W. Australian experience of conscientious objection during wartime.

	Association of Australian Christadelphian Ecclesias Inc. (2014) Jury Duty and Citizenship of the Kingdom of God http://aace.info/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Jury-Duty-AACE-Article-Dec-20141.pdf .

	Association of Australian Christadelphian Ecclesias Inc. (2011). Participation in Civil Political Elections http://aace.info/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Politics-and-Voting-2-2011.pdf

	Association of Australian Christadelphian Ecclesias Inc. (2008). Maintaining a Life of Separateness http://aace.info/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/5-Separateness.pdf

	Australian Christadelphian Committee (1981). The Christian Faith and Jury Service http://aace.info/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Jury-Service-Kevin-Dawes-and-ACC.pdf

	Marshall, John (1987). The New Life. The Christadelphian, Birmingham. (ch.9).

	Roberts, Robert (1873). Ought Brethren to take part in political elections? http://aace.info/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/RRoberts-Political-Elections-1873.pdf

	Tennant, Harry (1986). The Christadelphians: what they believe and preach. The Christadelphian, Birmingham (ch.23).

	Voices of Conscience (n.d.) Produced by the UK Christadelphian MSC https://thechristadelphian.com/voices-of-conscience Series of interviews around the UK national service issue in World War Two.

	


Lesson 19: Relating to Parents and Siblings

	Overview

	God places great emphasis on family. Within both the Old and New Testaments He is both directly and indirectly referred to as our Father. Jesus talks about God being our father and even calls Him Daddy (“Abba”) at a time of great distress. The loving relationship between a father and child is displayed both positively e.g. Abraham and Isaac, and negatively e.g. Eli the priest and his sons. A consideration of the characteristics of God, in many ways, is also a consideration of the values of being a father and the relationship of a child with his/her father.

	Mothers and their relationship with their children are consistently presented as a positive strong and loving bond. Jesus said very few words from the cross, so they are all very important. He chose to speak about a son and mother relationship. As he died, he placed “The beloved Disciple” and his own mother Mary into each other’s care. Mothers are presented to us as industrious, kind, focused on their families, wise, compassionate, brave and loving. Children have consulted with their mothers for wisdom and guidance (e.g. 2 Tim. 1:5). The Proverbs consistently refer to Wisdom as a woman and mother. The times when the Bible presents a breakdown in care or love between a child and his/her mother (e.g. Athaliah 2 Kings 11:1-3) are the times of deepest despair in the land.

	Both Jesus and Paul use the well-understood relationship between a parent and a child to describe our relationship with God. The values and characteristics of those relationships help define how parents and children should relate to each other.

	We know of several families in the Bible, some are positive role models and some display strained relationships. The sons and daughters of Jacob have both positive and strained relationships. Some families are presented as “traditional” parent and children families, while others are made up of uncle and niece (Mordecai and Esther); step-siblings (Jacob’s family); foster families (Eli and Samuel); families with adopted children (Pharaoh’s daughter and Moses) and families created through adoption as adults (Mary and ‘the beloved disciple’). All these have the common theme of love and respect in functional relationships.

	The ten commandments devote a positive commandment to parent and child relationships “Honour your father and mother” and it is the only one with a blessing attached “that your days may be long in the land that the Lord your God is giving you.” God is telling us of the importance of good family relationships being the foundation for a functional and harmonious society. He has placed a great responsibility on parents to instruct their children in God’s way (Deut. 11:19).

	The Bible Says

	
		Genesis 22:6-8 Isaac was a young man when Abraham was asked to offer him as a sacrifice. He could have run away or possibly overpowered Abraham. He displayed obedience and trust in both his father Abraham and that his heavenly father would provide an alternative sacrifice or raise him from death. Abraham experienced the loss of a son, like God would, and Isaac experienced being a sacrifice like Jesus would.

		Exodus 20:12 Of the ten commandments, the commandment to honour your father and mother is the only commandment which comes with a promise.

		1 Samuel 2:22-26 Eli had little control over his strong-willed and evil-practising sons. This is contrasted with Samuel who listened to Eli and developed a strong Godly character.

		Proverbs 31:10-31 The words of King Lemuel’s mother, teaching him the virtues of a wife and mother.

		Malachi 1:6-7 God compares Himself to a parent who is not honoured by his children.

		Matthew 19:14 Jesus said that the Kingdom of God is for people who can be God’s children.

		Mark 14:36 When in great distress, Jesus called God “Daddy”.

		Luke 15:11-32 The parable of the prodigal son, amongst other messages, contains a powerful study of sibling jealousy.

		John 19:26-27 Jesus, under extreme duress, considered the welfare of his (probably widowed) mother to be of paramount importance. He said very few things while being crucified and one thing regarded the care of his mother in a new family with “The beloved disciple”.

		Ephesians 4:1-6 There is a promise attached to honouring your mother and father.



	Discussion Points

	
		God is a father to us all. His characteristics should be a model for all parents. Using Old Testament examples, and virtues mentioned in the New Testament (e.g. Fruit of the Spirit), identify several characteristics of God that parents could display.

		Name three characteristics of God you have seen displayed in your own parents or guardians. Discuss times in your life when you have experienced these characteristics.

		What is one characteristic of God you would like your parents or guardians to grow? How could you approach this respectfully with your parents?

		Jesus was always respectful of his heavenly father, always emulating Him and speaking positively about Him. When did Jesus find it hard to live up to the characteristics of God?

		What characteristics of God do you display in your interactions with your parents, siblings and friends?

		How can you “honour your father and mother” in everyday life? When is it OK not to “honour” them?

		In Ephesians 6:4, Paul tells fathers not to provoke their children to anger. How can you honour a parent who is provoking you to anger? What alternatives are there to anger?

		We are presented with two families of Jesus in the gospels: his “father” Joseph, his mother and his brothers and sisters; and his male and female disciples. Discuss how each family is portrayed in the gospels and Acts.

		The twelve disciples are considered as brothers of each other and of Jesus. How did they learn to respect and love each other? How can we respect and love our siblings and friends?



	Additional sources

	Covey, Sean (2014). The 7 habits of highly effective teens: the ultimate teenage success guide. New York Simon & Schuster. Useful tips on virtue-based living. **

	Russell, Bev (2004) Parenting through disappointment. http://carelinks.net/doc/parenting A sister talks about parenting through difficult times.

	Styles, Don and Ellen Styles (n.d.) Family life in the Lord Christadelphian Scripture Study Service. A collection of articles designed to improve the quality of Christian family life.

	


Lesson 20: Internet Ethics

	Overview

	The internet has centralised and globalised education, entertainment, and information. It has also allowed for extensive social networking and is now the main source through which we communicate. The internet is an important way in which we learn and form relationships.

	Hopefully, it’s also of no surprise that the way you use the internet should match the principles and values (ethics) by which God wishes you to live your life. Your behaviour on the internet should be consistent with how you behave when you’re away from your computer, phone, or tablet.

	So, what is unique to the internet that may make it difficult for you to maintain Godly ethics? First of all, the internet provides a degree of anonymity. This means that people are able to hide behind their screens and post or share things that they would normally hesitate to say to someone’s face. People may use this anonymity to portray a skewed or edited online version of themselves. Anonymity, or at least the perception of anonymity, can also tempt people to access content that they wish to keep hidden from their family and friends (e.g. violent games, pirated movies and music, pornography) or have plagiarised for their own gain (e.g. using copyrighted/original content in a school assignment).

	The internet also provides everyone with an immediate audience and a chance to comment or post about any particular issue. While this may allow for new ideas to be fostered and provide a forum for a rounded discussion, all too often it gives rise to ill-considered or hasty responses, cyber bullies, trolls, and thread jackers. The inability to know the tone and context of the person commenting or posting can also cause to intention of a post to be ambiguous or misconstrued.

	This does not mean that the internet is something for you to avoid or abhor. It clearly provides opportunity to improve not only everyday life but your faith and relationship with God and Jesus. It is important though to be prepared for the unique challenges an online presence provides particularly when content is constantly being released. Below are a set of ethics that summarise ‘the Bible says’ section.

	
		Consistency - your online presence, whether shown through what you post or share, should be true to your relationship with God and Jesus,

		Discipline – control how much time you spend surfing the net and be cautious not to let your curiosity get the better of you,

		Harmony – social media allows us to connect and interact with more people than we ever could offline. Therefore, it is even more important that we use it to promote the peace of God rather than discord.



	The Bible Says

	
		Proverbs 15:1 If a thread or post is contentious, don’t fuel the contention by adding harsh and inflammatory comments (trolling).

		Proverbs 25:28 Build personal discipline and self-control as a defence for yourself. If you don’t yet trust your own defences, seek external help (e.g. content filters, sharing your internet history with family/friends).

		Matthew 18:15 If you have an issue or conflict with someone, all attempts should be made to resolve it privately. Seeking to vent or gain support through social media not only publicises the conflict but may make it worse.

		Ephesians 4:1-3 Promote peace and unity in what you post and share.

		Ephesians 4:29, 31 While it is inevitable that you’ll become angry at times, when you do, rid yourself of it as well as all the emotions and bad things your anger makes you want to do and say (see also Colossian 3:8).

		Philippians 4:8 Spend your time online doing things that are pure and virtuous.

		Colossians 4:5-6 Don’t waste time online. Use your time online wisely and to speak and share grace.

		James 3:6-18 The potential damage caused by an unrestrained tongue is only made greater by the anonymity and audience provided by the internet.



	Discussion Points

	
		How consistent is your current online presence with the ethics of your family and faith?

		Why do you think it is so difficult to control our time and what we browse when online?

		Why do you think plagiarism and pirating copyright material is considered no different to theft?

		How valid is it to justify viewing certain content out of curiosity?

		How does it make you feel when someone posts or shares online content that seems purposely contentious?

		Why is an online forum not always the best place to discuss contentious issues?

		How often do you think people change their view when they’ve been involved in a heated online argument?

		When considering or commenting on a subject you are passionate about, why might it be of value not to post or reply in the heat of the moment?

		Why do you think online relationships tend to develop more easily?

		Why do you think we can be quick to forget or ignore that God knows exactly how we spend our time online?

		Do you think there is any merit in discussing content with a trusted family member or friend before posting it online?

		Name some ways in which the internet has helped you in your relationship with God and Jesus?

		Can you think of any other ways the internet may be used to assist your walk towards God’s Kingdom?



	Additional sources

	Australian Association of Christadelphian Ecclesias Inc. (2010). A.A.C.E. Issues Paper #7: Emails among brothers and sisters. Available online at http://aace.info/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/7-Use-of-Emails.pdf These guidelines were developed for email but also apply to posting or commenting on social media.

	Australian Association of Christadelphian Ecclesias Inc. (2013). A.A.C.E. Issues Paper #12: Social networking. Available online at http://aace.info/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/12-Social-Networking.pdf These guidelines were developed with the aim of assisting Christadelphian members to be aware of the dangers of some aspects of social networking.

	John Mark Ministries. (n.d.). Christian Advice - Christian Internet Code Of Ethics. Retrieved from http://www.surfinthespirit.com/the-web/code.html A set of internet ethics developed by Christians. **

	


Lesson 21: People Jesus Met

	Overview

	The gospel records focus squarely on the teachings and actions of Jesus the Son of God, and how people and groups reacted to his message. He offered salvation to all people and showed how daily behaviour should reflect the character of our creator. People in authority – scribes, Pharisees, Sadducees, Sanhedrin, soldiers – saw Jesus as a threat to their comfortable existence.

	Individuals, however, had a wide variety of responses. Jesus presented a message of salvation through a relationship with himself and his father in heaven, a hope for all ages in all places. He understood their aches and pains, fears and losses, suffering and torment. He offered perspective in life, where the focus is not on this world but on that of God, both now and in the world to come. A standout feature was the relationship Jesus formed with people rejected by society – women (John 4), gentiles (Matt 15:21, Luke 4:25-27), Samaritans (John 4), lepers (Luke 17:12), etc.

	The message of Jesus resonated with people of all ages whom he met when he said:

	
		Matthew 12:50 For whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister and mother.

		Mark 10:44-45 Whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.

		Matthew 23:12 For those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.

		Matthew 6:33-34 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. Therefore, do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.

		John 4:14 Whoever drinks the water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a spring of water welling up to eternal life.

		Mark 8:34-35 Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me and for the gospel will save it.

		Luke 5: 31-32 It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.

		Matthew 11:30 My yoke is easy and my burden is light.

		Matthew 19:26 With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.

		John 16: 33 I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world, you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.



	The gospel record provides a selection of individuals to whom he offers hope comfort, purpose and direction.

	The Bible Says

	There are many New Testament references on how we can interact with Jesus and other people.

	
		Matthew 6-8 beatitudes have significant comment for life in Christ

		Matthew 12 miracles, signs and warnings

		Matthew 18 searching for the lost

		Matthew 21 great commandments

		Matthew 25 being ready for Jesus

		John 4 talking to an outcast

		John 3 explaining the new life

		Luke 13-14 the great call to repentance



	Discussion Points

	The four gospels provide a brief selection of the sayings and actions of Jesus. The writers have selected a varied collection of people who interacted with Jesus. Some heard his message, some received his miraculous works, some argued with him, some decided he was too challenging and dangerous. Select two people whom Jesus met from the following list and answer the questions which follow:

	
		The Samaritan woman at the well – John 4:7-26

		The one leper who returned to thank Jesus for his cure – Luke 17:11-19

		The man blind from birth – John 9:1-41

		Crippled man at Capernaum – Mark 2:1-12

		Mary and Martha at Lazarus’ resurrection – John 11:17-44

		Rich young lawyer – Matthew 19:16-30

		Boy with the “unclean spirit” – Mark 9:14-29

		Caiaphas – Mark 14:53-65

		Pontius Pilate - Mark 15: 1-15

		Mary Magdalene – John 20:11-18

		Thomas Didymus – John 20:24-29



	For each person chosen from the list, answer the following questions:

	
		What did Jesus do and why?

		What comments did Jesus make?

		Who was his audience? What was he trying to communicate to this person and others who may have overheard (rulers, people or the disciples)?

		How did this person respond? Do you think it was a reasonable response for someone in this situation?

		What was or may have been the response or reaction of those who overheard or saw this event?

		What do you think should be our response or understanding of this event?

		What comment did Jesus make and what does he want us to understand? What was revealed about Jesus and his message, his sonship, his relationship to his father and to us at any stage as followers of Jesus?

		Why do you think this incident has been included in the Biblical record?



	Additional sources

	Bilello, John C. (2000). Parables. Tidings.

	Hyndman, Ian (2005) With Jesus. Bethel Publications

	Purkis, Melva (1987). A life of Jesus: a devotional study (2nd ed). Christadelphian, Birmingham

	Whittaker, Harry (1970). Studies in the Gospels, Biblia Books. Also available online at http://www.gospelstudies.net/HAWStudies.pdf and http://christadelphianbooks.org/haw/sitg/index.html

	


Lesson 22: Controlling Strong Emotions

	Overview

	All healthy, well-adjusted individuals have God-given emotions and often show their emotions in one form or another, sometimes appropriately, sometimes not.

	God Himself has emotions and often displays them. God is variously described in the Bible as suffering grief (Genesis 6:6; Psalm 78:40), being angry (Jeremiah 7:18-19), jealous (Exodus 20:5; Deuteronomy 4:24), joyful (Zephaniah3:17), loving (John 3:16), avenging (Deuteronomy 32:35), merciful (Deuteronomy 4:31; Luke 6:36) and compassionate (Psalms 103:8; Jonah 4:2) – just to name a few!

	Jesus, too, had emotions and freely expressed them. Not only did he express positive emotions such as love, compassion, joy and empathy but he also knew what it was to be sad, lonely, misunderstood, abandoned and certainly angry – e.g. John 2:13-16.

	There is a time and place for expressing emotions and a right way and wrong way of doing so. Difficulties usually arise when negative emotions become sinful or harmful or sometimes even when positive emotions are expressed inappropriately. There are many examples in the Bible where strong emotions led to disastrous results:

	
		anger – Genesis 4:1-8 (Cain)

		lust – 2 Samuel 11:1-5 (David)

		greed and covetousness – Joshua 7:16-21 (Achan);

		jealousy and envy – 1 Kings 21:1-14 (Ahab)

		guilt – Matthew 27:3-10 (Judas)

		resentment and hatred – Acts 9:1-2 (Saul before he became Paul)



	Unlike these people, our emotions don’t have to control us. We can control them. Self-discipline or self-control is one of the most important of the Christian virtues – Titus 1:8; 2:11-14; 1 Peter 4:7. It is in fact one of the nine listed fruits of the spirit – Galatians 5:23.

	As in all things, Jesus is the perfect example. He never allowed his emotions to control him - 1 Peter 2:23 – “When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly”.

	The Bible tells us that our strong emotions can be brought under control “by the Spirit” which is to say, by using the help that God provides us through prayer and submitting to the daily influence of Christ as we allow him to transform our hearts and direct our thoughts and actions – Galatians 5:25; Romans 8:5-6, 12-13 and 12:1-2; James 4:1-8. Sharing our feelings with others can also be helpful in managing our emotions. The Christian life is not meant to be lived alone. God has given us the gift of other believers with whom we can share our burdens and whose burdens we can also share (Galatians 6:1-2; Hebrews 3:13; Romans 12:3-8). But most importantly, we can share our raw emotions in prayer, and especially with our Lord Jesus, who knows our struggles and is always there to provide us with the necessary reserves of discipline and strength of mind to manage them appropriately.

	Allowing our emotions to control us can be disastrous. Losing control can ruin our relationships, our reputations, even our careers, not to mention our standing with God. It’s no use pretending we don’t have potentially destructive emotions. We all do. Our challenge is to manage them with all the heavenly help that is available.

	The Bible Says

	
		Proverbs 25:28 - A man without self-control is like a city broken into and left without walls.

		Matthew 5:38-42 – no room for revenge!

		Matthew 5:27-30 – Jesus’ teaching about sexual emotions

		1 Corinthians 6:12-20 – Paul’s teaching on sexual immorality

		Ephesians 4:26-27 – Paul’s advice on how to handle anger

		1 Corinthians 6:9-10 and Ephesians 5:18 – Paul’s view of drunkenness – and his recommended alternative!

		Romans 8:9-13 and Galatians 5:16 - Flesh and spirit contrasted. The spirit must govern the flesh

		James 4:7 - Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.



	Discussion Points

	
		Make a list of the sorts of passions and emotions that seem to drive so many people today. Do any of the items in your list threaten occasionally to take over your life? To which of them are you most susceptible?

		Expressing bitterness, anger, resentment and the like on social media is commonplace today. Much of what people say on Facebook, Twitter and the like is uncontrolled raw emotion, which can lead to devastating consequences. Discuss any personal experience you have of this in the light of Bible teaching about the need to control our tongues (James 3:1-12).

		The Psalms are an excellent example of how to manage our emotions by pouring them out to God and entrusting their management to Him. Many psalms are filled with emotion, but the emotion is poured out to God in an attempt to seek His truth and righteousness. See for example Psalms 5, 13, 69:16-28. Do you think it is alright to speak to God like that? What about the way Jeremiah spoke to God in Jer. 20:7-18? What effect do you think Jeremiah’s outpouring of emotion might have had on God and on Jeremiah himself?

		Jesus sets high standards for those who would follow him. Consider his teachings in Matt 5 (the ‘Sermon on the Mount’) about ‘turning the other cheek’ and ‘going the extra mile’ (verses 38-42). Can you think of any modern day examples of the sort of thing Jesus was talking about?

		Why is Bible teaching so opposed to the unrestrained emotions associated with sexual immorality? (Refer 1 Cor. 6:12-20)

		In Eph. 4:26, Paul says “in your anger, do not sin. Do not let the sun go down while you are angry”. What do you think this means? In this context, see also James 1:20 “Human anger does not produce the righteousness that God desires”. How does this square with what Paul said in Eph. 4:26?

		In the same passage (Eph. 4:26-27) Paul says “do not give the devil a foothold”. Again, what do think he was trying to convey with this piece of advice? See also James 4:7 where James gives similar advice.

		Paul uses the metaphor of an elite athlete in 1 Cor. 9:24-27 to describe the approach he took to disciplining his emotions and raw human instincts. Discuss this metaphor in the context of the sorts of raw instincts, passions and emotions people have to contend with today and how they might manage them.



	Additional sources

	Bloom, J. (2012, August 3). Your Emotions Are a Gauge, Not a Guide | Desiring God. Available online at http://www.desiringgod.org/articles/your-emotions-are-a-gauge-not-a-guide**

	Booker, George (1989) A New Creation – A manual for new Christadelphians, Young Christadelphians and Prospective Christadelphians. George Booker, Austin, Texas, USA

	Gillett, Dennis (1992). The genius of discipleship (2nd ed). The Christadelphian, Birmingham

	Sargent, L. G. (1950). The teaching of the Master: A study of the Sermon on the Mount. Birmingham England: The Christadelphian.

	


Lesson 23: Relating to Family After Family Breakdowns

	Overview

	Family life in the Bible is presented as both rewarding and challenging. Some family dynamics can become very difficult and even abusive, violent and threatening. Learning how to interact with family members during difficult times is important. Maintaining a relationship with family members during difficult times involves several facets of recognition, seeking safety, resilience, forgiveness and justice.

	Recognition: Families usually change slowly and problems may be advanced before they are recognised by the family members. Recognising abuse, hatred and revenge early may help break the cycle of abuse and violence. Recognising victim behaviour such as withdrawal, avoidance and fear may help determine how to interact and help that family member. Paul lists the “works of the flesh” in several passages (eg Galatians 5:19-21) as he warns us to recognise immoral, abusive, self-centred and family destroying behaviours. Paul often gives us lists of appropriate behaviour (e.g. Galatians 5:22-23).

	Seeking safety: During the process of family breakdown, damaging words may be spoken in anger, frustration or in a purposefully hurtful way. Physical, sexual or emotional violence can happen. None of these behaviours are acceptable, neither should they be tolerated. As a child or young person thrown into a family breaking down, you must be able to seek physical, emotional and spiritual safety. In our country, all abuse involving a child or unsafe environments for children need to be reported to police or child protection service. Family breakdowns often provoke questions of fairness, feelings of inadequacy, victimhood and loss of love – all questions which can severely impact on faith and spiritual health. Finding a loving adult can help work through some of these questions and help the child feel spiritually safe. The Psalms are full of messages of God’s love and comfort. Jesus wants us to be like little children, innocent and accepting while feeling safe.

	Resilience: This is the capacity to recover rapidly from difficulties and is needed in family breakdowns. Resilience is built over years of practice and with the help of friends, family and God. Elijah, after calling down fire from heaven in a sacrifice-battle with the prophets of Baal, became scared and ran away when the Queen threatened his life. He needed the quiet still voice of God to refresh him. It is important to identify ways to build resilience.

	Forgiveness: Whether intentional or not, often during family breakdowns there are words or actions which destroy relationships or hurt a family member. Holding onto anger is not healthy. God tells us to let go of anger as He will ultimately deal with the problems. Jesus was presented with a woman caught in adultery (John 8:3-11), a sin which always disrupts family life through loss of trust, shame and arrogance. Jesus forgave this woman of this sin, and while difficult, is what we should aspire to also.

	Justice: Under the “law” of grace, we are to focus on positive personal and spiritual development. But God will not let injustice stand. While we may not see full justice in our lifetime, God will not clear the guilty (Nahum 1:3). During our life, we know from the observations made in Ecclesiastes 3 that anything can happen, but God does not forget injustice and the “soul that sins shall die”.

	The Bible Says

	
		Genesis 38 and 39 give two complex and partially opposite stories of family morality. Genesis 38 presents the story of Judah, his evil sons and his daughter-in-law Tamar, and the many moral dilemmas that are inadequately addressed and lead to severe family disruption. Genesis 39 contrasts this with the moral fibre of Joseph while he lived in a seductive and dysfunctional family.

		Galatians 5:16-26 Contrasting behaviour sets to help us avoid conceit, self-centeredness, provocation of others and jealousy.

		Psalm 4:8 and Proverbs 18:10 describe the Lord as being safe through tranquillity and through strength.

		Matthew 19:14 Jesus says that the Kingdom of God, the ultimate place of safety and love, belongs to children.

		Romans 12:14 Vengeance is the responsibility of God.

		Romans 5:20-21 Grace leads to eternal life, while under law all that happens is the risk of ever increasing sin.

		Ezekiel 18:4 Every person is responsible for his or her own choices and behaviour. God notices this and will enforce justice.



	Discussion Points

	
		Recognition - What could be some indicators that there are problems within a family?

		Safety - If there is an abusive member of a family, how can the family become safe? Would reporting the abuse make everything worse or place people in danger? Is it right for the family to leave the situation and person?

		Domestic violence is a leading cause of death in Australia. What could you do to help a friend whose family has a violent adult in it?

		Resilience -What was Elijah experiencing (how did he feel and what did he do) when he ran away from the Queen? How do you think God viewed Elijah when he ran away from the Queen’s threats? What did Elijah and what did God do to help build Elijah’s resilience?

		Jesus needed quiet time every now and then to recover and rebuild his resilience (e.g. Matthew 14:13) while Paul appeared to thrive in debates, arguments and tense situations (e.g. Acts 17). Can you identify how you recharge? How does this help build resilience?

		Forgiveness - When someone has hurt you or another member of your family, how can you start on the path of forgiveness?

		Justice - If God will enforce his justice on the wicked, how can anyone live safely now and in the Kingdom age? Consider what it means to be under the law of grace, and how Paul talks of being successful in Christ and being accepted by God while still being a sinner.

		John 1:17 tells us that the Law came through Moses, but grace and truth from Jesus. It is easy to see justice as punishment for action against the law (crime or sin). What is justice under grace? Is there punishment under grace?

		Jesus lays out the principles of marriage in Matthew 19:4-9. However, human nature sometimes fails to live up to this ideal, and even in Christian marriages, divorce sometimes occurs. Discuss how a couple may minimise the hurt and damage to children in a marriage split.

		Ephesians 5 gives the purpose of a Christian marriage. Discuss how a Christian couple who have failed to live up to this parable and divorce, may still maintain a Christian relationship with each other.



	Additional sources

	Association of Australian Christadelphian Ecclesias Inc.. (2017, August). AACE advice to ecclesias. Domestic and Family Violence and Abuse. Available online at https://aace.info/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/AACE-Domestic-and-Family-Violence-and-Abuse-Advice.pdf

	Christadelphian Support Groups. (n.d.). For victims | Hear Believe Act. Available online at https://www.hearbelieveact.org/for-victims A website to help identify and help family breakdown and domestic violence.

	Christadelphian support services make counsellors and other professionals available to help people during mental health issues, family breakdown and other life stresses.

	White Ribbon Australia is a not-for-profit organisation part of a global movement of men and boys working to end men’s violence against women. Available online at https://www.whiteribbon.org.au**

	


Lesson 24: Postmodernism and the Truth of God

	Overview

	“Beauty is in the eye of the beholder” is an old clichéd proverb. What this tells us is that there is no objective standard for beauty – what is beautiful and pleasing to the eye depends on the observer. It all depends on your mindset.

	Postmodernism extends this view to become the predominant philosophy of the late twentieth century and our own time. School and university students have postmodernism as the core philosophy of their syllabuses. This philosophy argues that

	
		Knowledge can be interpreted subjectively rather than objectively. Knowledge will depend on who constructs it. Historical perspectives, for instance, can change through the discovery of evidence.

		Different peoples and different cultures interpret reality from different perspectives and arrive at different conclusions.

		No single reality is correct. All interpretations are valid.

		We can create our own truth. Truth is a product of our society’s views.

		Truth is determined by those who have power and authority so there is a need to redress this imbalance in favour of the downtrodden, the dispossessed and other minority groups. Postmodernism tries to give these groups some prominence so that their voice can be heard.



	Along with questioning authority and those who have the power to interpret reality, there is also a rejection of religion and belief systems such as Christianity and Judaism. Sadly, the next step is often a rejection of God as a factor in our lives. The postmodern world, and the post-Christian world, in the past fifty years have hurtled into a scathing rejection of God with nothing to replace Him. Diversity of belief is respected, although mainstream thought is often regarded as a threat because it could lead to oppression of the individual, as has happened in the past. In such a world of transient thinking, the individual can easily become lost. Like Pontius Pilate they ask in desperation: “what is truth”?

	However, the Christian can live quite comfortably in a postmodern world. Students are taught to question everything and make up their own minds about what is truth. The Christian should also be able to question Biblical interpretations so that our faith becomes valid and real to us personally. The difference to postmodern thinking is that the Christian does have a solid Biblical foundation and our belief is in a compassionate loving, close God with whom we have a relationship though His son, Jesus Christ.

	Postmodernism is as much an expression of a culture as it is a philosophy. While the followers of Jesus cannot embrace the philosophy, we are at liberty to embrace some aspects of the culture. We will look at this in lesson 28.

	The Christian still looks at the Bible as the Word of God with its revelation of the process of salvation and its relevance in showing how we should live. Jesus, who spoke from outside the world’s limited frame of reference, is the exclusive embodiment of absolute Divine truth and the supreme standard by which we evaluate all competing claims of truth.

	The Bible Says

	
		1 Corinthians 1:18-25 Paul’s view of human philosophy as compared to God’s.

		1 Corinthians 2:6-16 Paul on God’s thinking being superior.

		Colossians 2:8 Paul’s warning is that our faith must be based on Christ not worldly argument.

		John 14:6 Jesus explains the unique relationship to truth.

		John 18:37 Jesus alone is central to God’s truth.

		John 8: 42-44 Jesus drew a clear distinction between truth and falsehood.

		John 8:23-32 Jesus brought truth which in turn set people free.

		1 Peter 3:15 The follower of Jesus will always stand out but must speak God’s truth with gentleness and respect.

		John 17:14-16 Anyone who follows Christ can face rejection. It should be expected.



	Discussion Points

	
		Postmodernism is the philosophical underpinning of many school syllabuses and university courses in the liberal arts in Australia. Although this may not be stated clearly, it is evident in subjects such as English, Visual Art, Music and other subjects which require personal interpretation and appreciation. Have you noticed this in relation to your studies at school or university? Are there any documents which state the philosophical basis of your studies?

		In English studies, the view is often expressed that every reader brings his/her own background to each text and then interprets it accordingly, whether this is in agreement with the view of the author or not. Can you explain this in relation to literature? Whose view is valid?

		When we read the Bible we often consider the context of the author and his message – when, where, why it was written, and the language techniques used to convey the message. Do you think a personal interpretation can override the original writer’s approach?

		What did Pontius Pilate mean when he said “What is truth?” in John 18:38? What “truths” was he confronted with and which one was correct?

		“I am the way, the truth and the life,” said Jesus (John 14:6). How does this comment by Jesus transcend any human concept of truth?

		On what basis can Jesus claim to have unique authority? From where did his authority come?

		Paul said: “See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deceit, according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the universe, and not according to Christ.” (Colossians 2:8 NRSV) Explain what this verse means to you and why it is important.

		Why do you think accuracy is important when God’s principles are being questioned?

		Paul said: “When I came to you, I did not come proclaiming the mystery of God to you in lofty words or wisdom. For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and him crucified. And I came to you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling. My speech and my proclamation were not with plausible words of wisdom, but with a demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that your faith might rest not on human wisdom but on the power of God.” (1 Corinthians 2:1-5 NRSV) How can these words be of great comfort to the followers of Jesus in our modern world?



	Additional sources

	Fackerell, M. (2007, March 8). Postmodernism and the Death of Truth | Christian Faith [Web log post]. Available online at https://www.christian-faith.com/postmodernism-and-death-truth/ A Christian defence of truth. **

	Honeysett, M. (2004). Christians in a Postmodern World. nucleus, (pp. 26-33). Available online at https://www.cmf.org.uk/resources/publications/content/?context=article&id=696 A viewpoint by a medical student on the value of the Bible in our post-modern world. **

	Postmodernism and Christianity - Research Resources. (2003). Available online at http://www.apologeticsindex.org/p02.html A summary with links to plenty of resources. **

	


Lesson 25: The Gospel Goes Out

	Overview

	There are periods noted in history where fundamental changes in a society occur over a small period of time, often driven by a revolt against the current authorities. The term used to describe such events is Revolution. The word revolution, translated from the Latin revolutio, means “to turn about”. Historians widely acknowledge Christianity to be one of the most remarkable revolutions of all time. Around 2000 years ago, a few humble fishermen and their friends, often called “The Way”, went from being the most persecuted community of people to a Roman Emperor-endorsed religion, in a way which confounded the Romans, infuriated the local established religions, and delighted the poor, the orphan and the widow. The remarkable thing about this revolution is that it wasn’t achieved by an angry and violent populace, but by submission and radical love.

	The new revolution on the block in the first century (which, by the way, is only called the 1st century BECAUSE of this selfsame revolution) was founded upon a simple story. There was a man named Jesus who came from God teaching amazing truths and performing miraculous healings, and he was killed by wicked men, but he rose from the dead, and the people that knew him swore black and blue - even when their very lives were at stake, in fact - that they were witnesses to him rising from the dead (Acts 2:32). It was this assertion that Jesus rose from the dead that was the spark to this revolution’s flame. Roman magistrates and executioners were dumbfounded by Christian after Christian that would refuse to recant their belief in Jesus’ resurrection, despite ridicule, torture, and even death. The Colosseum and other such public killing spectacles throughout the Roman Empire are said to have resulted in at least 100,000 Christian deaths. These were called martyrs, ”one who is killed for what they believe”’

	This following of the man Jesus was not only known for the telling of his story, but also living how he lived in a self-sacrificing love. The Christians met together, prayed together, helped each other like a loving family, slaves and masters called one another brothers, and the poor were cared for respectfully. The Roman authorities couldn’t fathom that they cared not only for the Christian poor, but for the Roman poor as well. Consider this letter written by the Roman Emperor Julian (A.D.331-363) to his pagan high priest, Arsacius.

	“I think that when the poor happened to be neglected and overlooked by the priests, the impious Galileans (Christians) observed this and devoted themselves to benevolence.” He also wrote, “The impious Galileans support not only their poor, but ours as well, everyone can see that our people lack aid from us.”

	When plague epidemics swept through towns, pagan priests and citizens would flee, yet Christians would remain to provide nursing care to victims, a different form of what is termed “martyrdom”.

	Christianity as it is today owes much to the early church’s bold faith, and has continued to spread because of men and women who are also inspired by the call of Jesus to follow him.

	Our modern world has some incredible and unique advantages over other ages for spreading the gospel. Air flight get the preacher to every corner of the earth, and the mobile phone and internet maintains contact with his flock. Websites, You Tube and Facebook can be exciting, powerful tools for preaching.

	The Bible Says

	
		Acts 2:27-32 And when they had brought them, they set them before the council. And the high priest questioned them, saying, “We strictly charged you not to teach in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching, and you intend to bring this man's blood upon us.” But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than men. The God of our fathers raised Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him on a tree. God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Saviour, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey Him.”

		Acts 8:12 But when they believed Philip as he preached good news about the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptised, both men and women.

		Acts 7 The Story of Stephen

		Acts 12 An early church committee meeting about the spread of the gospel.



	Discussion Points

	
		What is a revolution? How does a revolution start?

		Brainstorm some reasons why Christianity was so attractive in the first century, to rich and poor people, slaves and masters alike.

		Imagine what it would have been like to have a service with slaves, slave owners and members of the emperor’s household etc in the same meeting. Imagine this same scenario in C19th century America.

		What were the opposing forces attempting to prevent the spread of Christianity?

		Why did Christianity as a revolution last? Why didn’t it die out?

		What does the term “martyr” mean? Who are the well-known martyrs for Jesus Christ though the past two thousand years? Do you know of any modern-day martyrs?

		Are we called to be martyrs? In what way?

		What can we learn from the early church’s spreading of the gospel?

		Read the account of Stephen in Acts 7. What was revolutionary in it? How did his audience react and why?

		Can we be revolutionary without being part of the political process?

		Perhaps today Christianity is evolutionary rather than revolutionary? What do you think?



	Additional sources

	Carelinks Missionary Training Program, Session 1: Missionary Motivations https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DpohY0iBlQ4

	Hyndman, Rob ed. (2008). The Way of Life. Bethel Publications (pages 254-259)

	Jones, E. (2013, January 20) [Review of the book The Rise of Christianity by Rodney Stark] Available online at https://thejesusquestion.org/2013/01/20/the-rise-of-christianity-by-rodney-stark/**

	Marshall, John (1987). The New Life. The Christadelphian, Birmingham (ch.5).

	Pliny’s Letter to Trajan About Christians (ca. 111) Letter to Trajan from Pliny the Younger. Introduction by Stephen Tomkins. Edited and prepared for the web by Dan Graves. Available from https://www.christianhistoryinstitute.org/study/module/pliny/**

	


Lesson 26: Live by the Fruit of the Spirit (1)

	Overview

	Jesus was brilliant at saying a lot in just a few words. He told stories and painted pictures with his words to communicate truths that his audience desperately needed to hear. One word picture he used likens a godly man to a fruit-bearing tree, and a false prophet as a diseased tree, or thorn bush. “Are grapes gathered from thorn bushes, or figs from thistles? You will recognise them by their fruits.” (Matthew 7:16). Jesus points out that one can know a tree by the fruit, a very relevant thought-picture as he speaks to an agriculturally-aware audience. Where our knowledge of fruit trees may well be abysmal, even we are likely to pick out an apple tree that was bearing fruit. Picking out a godly person in a crowd, Jesus states, should be much the same.

	Galatians 5:25 states “If we live by the Spirit, let us also keep in step with the Spirit.” The verses preceding this list precisely how we can ‘keep in step’. The fruits of the Spirit are (do you know the song?) - love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. These are the fruits Jesus wants us to bear.

	You will notice that the passage doesn’t label these virtues as the fruits of the believer, or the fruits of the righteous, but as fruits of the Spirit. This is an important distinction. Any exhibition of love, patience, kindness, etc. in the life of the believer is no credit to the believers themselves, but rather an outworking of God’s power changing their hearts and minds. Paul states “I toil, struggling with all his energy that he powerfully works within me.” (Colossians 1:29) and “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” The disciples of Christ fall into trouble when they start believing that any goodness comes from themselves. Even Jesus was quick to interrupt a questioner who began “Good Teacher— “with the statement, “Why do you call me good? No-one is good, but God alone.”

	So, acknowledging that the fruits of the Spirit come from God working in us, how is it that God works in us exactly? Does He speak audibly? Does He make us to move in the same way a puppeteer pulls puppet strings? Can He change the way we feel? These are good questions to discuss together, and explore both Scripture and your everyday lives for His fingerprints.

	Lastly, Jesus states, “By this the world will know you are my disciples, that you love one another.” (John 13:35). We mentioned earlier that a fruit tree is easy to recognise when it's bearing fruit. So, too, the disciple of Christ should be a clearly shining light in the community - an obvious fruitful tree, because of a love that changed the world in Jesus, and can continue to change the world - in us.

	The Bible Says

	
		Galatians 5:22-23, 25 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires… If we live by the Spirit, let us also keep in step with the Spirit.

		Romans 8:2 The law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus.

		Romans 8:6 For to set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace.

		Romans 8:9 The Spirit of God dwells in you.

		Romans 5:5 God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.

		Romans 14:17 The kingdom of God is not ordinary living but righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.

		John 15:5,9 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing… Abide in my love.

		John 13:35 By this all people will know you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.

		Matthew 7:20 You will recognise them (a healthy tree / diseased tree) by their fruits.

		Colossians 1:29 For this I toil, struggling with all his energy that he powerfully works within me.



	Discussion Points

	
		Following the analogy of the fruit-bearing tree which requires water and sunlight to grow, discuss what water and sunlight you need, as a believer, to grow and bear fruit.

		Read Galatians 5:22-25 again. To what extent do you think “love” encompasses the other fruits, or, is it a separate fruit?

		Discuss real life examples of how a brother or sister has shown you fruits of the spirit.

		Romans 8 tells us "The Spirit of God dwells in you.” What does this mean?

		Like Paul, do you ever find it overwhelming or difficult to do what God is calling you to do, or trying to work within you? Are you “toiling” (working hard) to do God's will?

		Have you ever seen someone in a crowd and thought “that person looks like a Christian” or “that person is acting like a Christian”? Why did you think that? What made them stand out to you?

		In what ways can you show love in your community and shine as a follower of Christ? Discuss five practical ideas.

		Do you think our community has any reluctance to talk about the Spirit of God working in us? If so, why do you think that is?



	Additional sources

	Gilbert, Mark ed. The Living Gospel. Available online at http://carelinks.net/doc/livinggospel

	Gillett, Dennis (1992). The genius of discipleship (2nd ed). The Christadelphian, Birmingham

	Heaster, Duncan (2000). Bible Basics: a study manual revealing the joy and peace of true Christianity (4th ed). Christadelphian Advancement Trust, London (pages 20 – 27). An introduction to the fundamentals of love and faith. Available online at www.carelinks.net

	Hyndman, Rob ed. (2008). The Way of Life. Bethel Publications. ch. 50, 51, 52

	Smith, G. T. (2003). The voice of Jesus: Discernment, prayer, and the witness of the Spirit. Downers Grove, Ill: InterVarsity Press. A book on how the voice of Jesus can speak into our lives, in accordance with his word. **

	


Lesson 27: Call to Mission

	Overview

	In Matthew 28 Jesus commands his disciples, “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.” The express command to make disciples around the world through baptism and Jesus’ teachings immediately follows Jesus’ declaration that “all authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me”, which is curiously counter-intuitive. “Surely, Jesus,” a disciple might ask, “you’re going to use your power and authority by doing something amazing. Yet with all your newly instated authority you’re commanding US to go into the world?” But Jesus, very much taking after his Father, is intent to employ the broken vessels of his followers to show his Father’s glory. His power and authority he promises to exercise through us - “And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” Or as it says in Luke 12, “And when they bring you before the synagogues and the rulers and the authorities, do not be anxious about how you should defend yourself or what you should say, for the Holy Spirit will teach you in that very hour what you ought to say.” The follower of Jesus is not alone in the work of spreading his word; Jesus and the Father Himself encamp around those who do their will.

	Of all the emissaries and messengers of the world, Jesus’ followers hold the most precious of messages; the one true hope for mankind’s salvation from a disconnected life of self and sin and death. The message of grace in the person of Jesus is more exciting than any other. But in a distracted world of attentions divided between technology-enhanced pleasures and flashy so-called accomplishments, the gospel has never been more at risk of being crowded out by a people too busy to hear its truth. In advertising alone, we receive around 360 messages a day about what product we ought to buy. How can the voice of the Shepherd cut through the noise of so many bleating sheep? How do we as a church amplify that voice to people who desperately need to hear it?

	Witnessing the truth to others can’t become just the 361st advertisement of the day. A dropped leaflet or an advert (alone) is not the kind of preaching that Jesus commissions us to perform. What made Jesus’ words so powerful to the Jewish crowds was that they were accompanied by action. “What is this? A new teaching with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.” (Mark 1:27). Good teaching comes with a mark of authority, and the mark of good Christian teaching is a Christian acting in love. As disciples, we have a responsibility to enable ears to hear the gospel of grace, and the most effective method to make people listen is to give them a good reason to. Our role is not so much to persuade people into the truth, but love them into the truth, as John says, “Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth.” (1 John 3:18). Jesus would often fill someone’s need before teaching them; he would heal people or touch lepers or feed the hungry before then teaching them God’s truth. By the time he started teaching, they were very willing to listen.

	As Jesus’ body, the church must act in the same way, and apply whatever savviness, imagination and energy to promoting his Word that we can, so that many might hear words that can save. Jesus states, “Behold, I am sending you out as sheep in the midst of wolves, so be wise as serpents and innocent as doves.” (Matthew 10:16).

	If we are to enable hearts to hear, we need to start filling people’s needs in love. Only by finding the person of kind, courageous, approachable, and self-sacrificing character of Jesus reflected in us will people be curious to find out more about him.

	“Behold, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Matthew 28:20.

	The Bible Says

	
		Matthew 28:16-20 Jesus’ commission to go to all people and preach.

		Luke 12:11-12 Jesus says the spirit will assist with what to say.

		John 14:26 The spirit teaches what to say and how to say it.

		Mark 1:27 Mission is with authority.

		1 John 3:18 Teaching in deed and truth.

		Matthew 10:16 I am sending you out as sheep in the midst of wolves, so be wise as serpents and innocent as doves.

		Romans 10:14-17 How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching? And how are they to preach unless they are sent?



	Discussion Points

	
		What is meant by Jesus’ statement, “Behold, I am sending you out as sheep in the midst of wolves, so be wise as serpents and innocent as doves?”

		What does Jesus mean in John 14:26 when he says the Holy Spirit will teach you all things and “bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you”? Does Jesus also send the Holy Spirit to us?

		What does Romans 10:14-17 say about the importance of preaching?

		What are methods can we use, as individuals, to preach God’s word effectively?

		What are methods can we use, as a church, to preach God’s word effectively?

		What are gifts that you have personally that could be used in your life to spread God’s word?

		What’s the most effective preaching of which you have been a part? Or preaching that you have witnessed?

		What traps could you see in preaching? How could these be overcome?



	Additional sources

	African Migrants Return to Shores and Beaches of Italy For Baptism After Surviving Libya, Sahara [Video file]. (2016, July 31). Available online from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4PKA1KziFJw and Alcoholics, prostitutes, drug addicts in Italy given food and the Christian Gospel [Video file]. (2017, August 19). Available online fromhttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rwCqS0vA66I- results of preaching to African refugees in Italy, as an example. **

	Claiborne, Shane (2016). The irresistible revolution: living as an ordinary radical (10th anniversary edition. Updated and expanded). Grand Rapids, Michigan Zondervan. A book on how individuals and churches can communicate the attractiveness of the gospel of grace in today’s distracted world. **

	Gilbert, Mark ed. The Living Gospel. Available online at http://carelinks.net/doc/livinggospel

	Gillett, Dennis (1992). The genius of discipleship (2nd ed). The Christadelphian, Birmingham

	Heaster, Duncan (2000). Bible Basics: a study manual revealing the joy and peace of true Christianity (4th ed). Christadelphian Advancement Trust, London (pages 20 – 27). An introduction to the fundamentals of love and faith. Available online at www.carelinks.net

	Hyndman, Rob ed. (2008). The Way of Life. Bethel Publications. (ch.54).

	Marshall, John (1987). The New Life. The Christadelphian, Birmingham (ch. 8)

	


Lesson 28: Postmodernism and Morality

	Overview

	Re-read the introduction to lesson 24.

	If truth is questioned in our postmodern world, then so are all society’s values. The western world has had a basis in Christian principles in its laws and interpersonal relationships since the time of Jesus. The teachings of Jesus and the New Testament writers, along with aspects of the Old Testament such as the ten commandments, have been a consistent foundation of our written and moral laws. Unfortunately, at times through the Middle Ages and the Renaissance, the leaders of the Christian Church have not always exhibited the behaviour that Jesus would have expected of devoted followers. Post-modernism has reacted and philosophically favoured the downtrodden and dispossessed, the minorities of our world.

	Today in our postmodern world, shifting moral standards can be problematic. When is something right or wrong? Does it matter? It might for the Christian. Moral standards are often seen as shifting according to circumstance and according to our own necessity. Often the argument is that “if it feels good, then it’s O.K.” However, this can be a very selfish approach which may not be beneficial to others or to society around us.

	Postmodernism may claim liberation – but from what? Many would argue that we need to be free from the restrictions of those who control our destiny, our thinking and our position in society. Liberation can sometimes be seen as personal indulgence.

	Nothing substantial has replaced Christianity. In fact, the New Testament highlights the freedom that comes to a follower of Jesus. Jesus removes the restrictions of the world around us and replaces them with our own personal conscience which should be in tune with Jesus and God, as outlined in the Bible. Freedom in Christ considers other people and the effect our actions may have on them. In fact, other people become more important – it’s not all about me at all.

	Some ideas and behaviours can be cultural or historical and may even be outside Biblical instruction and guidance. However, there are clear and definite principles in God’s guidance to us. The Bible has withstood changing understandings and philosophies, and remains the barometer of all that we do, say and think.

	Culture can and does exercise a tremendous influence on our lives. We must experience and live out a life-changing relationship with Jesus Christ. The Bible holds out to everyone the hope of transformation from being of this world to being of God’s world. Romans 12 is worth reading.

	The gospel must be preached to every generation since every generation has its own unique questions and concerns. The follower of Jesus always has to have a ready answer to the questions of truth in life. We have a complete and total dependence on God who is the very foundation for every area of life.

	The Bible Says

	
		Exodus 20 Often the basis of morality is the ten commandments. Commandments four to ten are about relationships between an individual and other people (family friends and neighbours).

		Matthew 22:36-40 The two great commandments which surpass any others.

		1 John 4:5 Jesus makes a distinction between the world’s attitude and his.

		John 17:6 Jesus is always “not of this world”.

		John 15:19 We can expect to be seen as different if we belong to Jesus.

		John 8:23-32 Truth shall make Jesus’ followers free.

		2 Corinthians 5:17 Life in Christ surpasses any system of ideas.

		Romans 12:1-2 Paul says we all need to be transformed from within to have the mind of Christ.



	Discussion Points

	
		“It’s not my fault,” is a common catch-cry for the postmodernist. What does this mean? If it’s not our fault, whose fault is it?

		What is the Biblical response to those who claim that “It’s not my fault”?

		What essential principles of personal and communal life emerge from the ten commandments in Exodus 20?

		Imagine a society which does not accept commandments four to ten. What could be the consequences if each of those seven were removed? Consider them one by one.

		What essential principles emerge from the two great commandments of Jesus in Matthew 22:24-30? Are they in conflict with postmodernism?

		Looking out for the downtrodden, the dispossessed and the marginalised may be admirable features of postmodernism. Why would these also be an essential feature of Christianity in fulfilling the commandments of Jesus?

		Consider how non-conformity and postmodern values have affected the following areas of life and how they may affect followers of Jesus:

a. Dress
b. Music
c. Art
d. Movies
e. Social interaction

		In John 8 Jesus says that Christians are free rather than being restricted. What did he mean?

		How does Christian freedom work in practice?

		Postmodernism has brought a wide marketplace of ideas and opportunities which abound for spreading the message of salvation. How might this be beneficial for the Christian?



	Additional sources

	Fackerell, M. (2007, March 8). Postmodernism and the Death of Truth | Christian Faith. Available online at https://www.christian-faith.com/postmodernism-and-death-truth/ A Christian defence of truth. **

	Honeysett, M. (2004). Christians in a Postmodern World. nucleus, (pp. 26-33). Available online at https://www.cmf.org.uk/resources/publications/content/?context=article&id=696 A viewpoint by a medical student on the value of the Bible in our post-modern world. **

	Postmodernism and Christianity - Research Resources. (2003). Available online at http://www.apologeticsindex.org/p02.html A summary with links to plenty of resources. **
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